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Artist/cartoonist Ed ñBig Daddyò Roth took up residence in Manti in 1974, where he lived out the days until his passing in 2001. 

His wife created a museum in his honor. The Rat Fink reunion has been the first weekend in June for 24 years. The number of 

full and partially restored hot rods was astounding. 

Our ñstandardò second Saturday UMC meeting took place on the 14
th
. Following business                                                               

and lunch at Leatherbyôsðwhere a number of sundaes, shakes and other ice cream classics                                                          

were downedðwe drove to Heber City, took SR 32 to Francis and SR 35 to Woodland, Wolf                                                          

Creek Pass and Tabiona, before returning home via US 40 and Soldier Summit. 

You wonôt find better than the Utah Miata Club for socializing and driving the always fabulous                                                                 
MX-5 Miata. More great drives coming this summer! 

Mike 

From the Top Down     by Mike Thompson 

Turns out that June was delightfully busy for the UMC. Though the trip                          

started in late May, on 01 June several of us awoke in Green River, UT.                                

We first drove to Torrey, the gateway to Capitol Reef National Park.                           

The Scenic Drive into the park was closed for construction. But the                           

Scenic Bywayð75 miles of SR 24 between Loa and Hanksville provid-                                         

ed some of the best top-down views of Utahôs red rock country that                                 

you could ask for. (Thanks to Eric and Kathy Kankainen for letting us sit and chat on the 

deck at their home and homestead in the area.) 

From Hanksville we followed SR 95 south and somewhat easterly, to Hite. Lake Powell 

has not reached Hite since the early 2000s. Thatôs when the NPS closed the marina. 

But the bridge view was spectacular. (FWIWé Lake Powell is currently at 32% of ca-

pacity.) On to Blanding, then northward. By the time we rolled into Moab, it was quite 

hot. We compared the outside temperature readings between cars. I guess I shouldnôt 

have been surprised, but I was. I mean temperature is a thing, right? Readings varied 

between 99Á and 102Á, and drifted somewhat. Leaving Moab the group kindly agreed to 

drive Potash Road, because I had never done it. We visited Dead Horse Point, and end-

ed the day at Green River, where I began this brief narrative. All in all, it was a wonder-

ful trip. 

The following weekend several cars made the drive to Manti, for the Rat Fink reunion. 
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   July Summer Picnic / Elections & Planning Meeting    by Ken  Jaworski                                                                   

When: Saturday, July 19, 2025    Time: 12:00 NOON                                                         

Place: Shepherd of the Mountains Lutheran Church                                                          

Address: 4051 N. Highway 224 (UT-224)  Park City, Utah 84098 

NOTE: We welcome any members who are able to arrive at 11:00 AM to                       

help with setup.  We will dine inside.  Water in a large container will be provided but 

you are welcome to BYOS (soda) or drinks.  Also Potluck items like chips, salads, 

vegetable trays and desserts are requested by members! 

For those in Salt Lake Valley we will meet at 11:15 a.m. at the UTA Park & Ride Lot 

at 950 E. 6600 S. Murray, Utah and will drive up to Park City via I-215.  Mike Bailey 

or another volunteer from the club will lead the drive. Others coming from the North 

can make their own way to Park City.  There are two entrances to the parking lot 

about 100 yards apart.  The temperature should be about 10-15 degrees cooler than 

in SLC.  Food items will be similar to last yearôs July picnic with cut meat and cheese 

sandwiches provided by the club.  There will be a full kitchen as well as interior and 

exterior seating and bathrooms.  Also we will discuss several choices of routes for a 

drive home after the picnic and meeting is over.  Please 

bring a selection of one of your favorite routes to drive 

home.  

We will have our annual business meeting followed by our 
Elections for the 2025-2026 year.   

After the Elections we will have our Annual Events & Plan-
ning Meeting for the following yearôs activities calendar.  
Please come with new suggestions for drives and events for 
this next yearôs calendar! 

  Please attend this very FUN Summer Picnic event! 
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New Members 

Birthdays / Memberships 

Membership Dues Reminder 
The Utah Miata Club is a group of friends who promote our common interest in the Mazda MX-5 Miata, by joining in safe, recrea-
tional, and social activities. Your dues permit you to participate in club activities, and to receive the newsletter by email. A single mem-
bership is $25 for the year, and a dual membership is $35. If your name is among the personalized reminders below, at our next activity 
please hand a checkðpayable to the Utah Miata Clubðto Margie Newson, Club Treasurer. If you prefer you may mail a check to 233 W 
1550 N, Bountiful, UT 84010. If you have questions Margie may be contacted at 801-295-4563, or by email at sec.treasumc@icloud.com. 
You may also submit payment by cash, money order or Venmo @ utahmiataclub. It will show Marjorie Newson@utahmiataclub. If prompt-

ed for confirmation, last 4 digits of phone # are 1596.        Please Renew your Membership on month it is due! 

 

 

Removed From Roster 

 Memberships Expired  / Renew Now 

Expiring Soon: $35 Dual -$25 Single /Renew Now 

NAME EXPIRED 

NONE    

  

Club Officers July 2025  

President: Michael Thompson  Vice President: Ken Jaworski Secretary: Jim Newson    Treasurer: Margie Newson 

     Directors: Robert Mechling, Susan Christiansen, Carol Lynn Vredeveld     Newsletter Editor: Michael Bailey 

NAME EXPIRING SOON 

CARLOS APONTE 7/31/2025 

BRET & ROXANNE BAGLEY 7/31/2025 

ALI BAZZAZ 7/31/2025 

JIM & DOROTHY BOWERS 7/31/2025 

DONN & JANET CICHOCKI 7/31/2025 

DAVID & LORIENA ORTIZ 7/31/2025 

RICHARD SORENSON 7/31/2025 

SPENCE WOOD 7/31/2025 

JASON & RACHEL WOOD 7/31/2025 

  

NAME EXPIRED 

MIKE HINMAN 4/30/2025 

ROBERT, GALE KLINSHAW 6/30/2025 

  

NAME DATE 

JAMES JOLLEY 5  JULY 

RICHARD SORENSON 7 JULY 

DAVID LANGIE 12 JULY 

VAL FRANCIS 14 JULY 

JASON WOODS 15 JULY 

VICTORIA HANSHEW 23 JULY 

GREG WHITE 29 JULY 

  

                         NAME  YEAR COLOR 

TY & SUE KIISEL 2006 RED 

SARAH O. BURNINGHAM 2025 WHITE 

RANDALL SMITH 2025 SOUL RED 
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    JULY ϥMPROMPTU DRϥVE   BY MIKE BAILEY 
WHEN: JULY 5, 2025: 4TH OF JULY HOLIDAY WEEKEND                                            
TIME: 9:30 A.M.  BREAKFAST AT:  BLACK BEAR DINER: BOUNTIFUL                                                                                    
ADDRESS:  2474 SOUTH 575 WEST, WOODS CROSS, UT. 84010 

This drive has been an annual tradition in the Utah Miata Club going back for 
many years -at least 20-25 years that I can remember.  We have enjoyed getting 
together the first Saturday after the 4th of July weekend holiday (and even if it is  
actually on the 4th of July) to do this drive.  We usually meet for breakfast before 
and then drive up to Kamas where we stop at the Chevron gas station and take 
a short break and pick up some of their famous apple fritters for treats or to take 
home. The Chevron station is located at the bottom of the Mirror Lake Highway 
RoadðState Road SR150.  This year weôll meet in Bountiful at location above. 

Our route takes us up to the Bald Mountain Pass which is just past the Provo River Falls .  
Sometimes we stop at the falls first for a photo of the group and if itôs crowded there with cars, we just keep heading 
up the road and may stop on our way back when we head for home.  We also like to take a group photo at the Bald 
Mountain Pass.  Sometimes they have still had snow up there on the July 4th weekend!  I donôt think that will be a 

problem this year!  We 
then usually drive up to 
the Mirror Lake Scenic 
area and take a bath-
room break at the Visi-
torôs center and more 
photos.  After this we 
usually make our own 
individual way back 
home as this is where the drive usually ends, unless we choose to stop at the Provo River Falls if we didnôt on the 
way up.  We invite everyone to come to the Bountiful Black Bear Diner for breakfast and on this fun Summer drive! 
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                                   Idaho Summer 2025 Trip    by Roger Heath 

                               July 9thðJuly 13th 2025 

A 4 night / 5 day midsummer cruise through central Idaho's National Forests. Taking a clockwise                             

route we'll stop in Challis, McCall, Missoula and Idaho Falls. Daily drives are 300 miles or less so                                  

we should have time to sightsee or wander around the towns we're staying in. On Saturday, July                          

12th, those that wish can take a detour out to visit Big Hole National Battlefield on the way to Idaho Falls.                                                                                                                                                    

Dates:                                                                                                                                                           

July 9th - 9:00 AM, meet at Beez Cafe in Roy, 5410 S 1900 W, Roy, Utah                                                                                                                            

Drive to Challis- 293 miles                                                                                                                                                   

July 10th - 9:00 AM, drive from Challis to McCall 213 miles                                                                                     

July 11th - 9:00 AM, drive from McCall to Missoula 263 miles                                                                                            

July 12th - 9:00 AM, drive from Missoula to Idaho Falls 300 miles                                                                                       

July 13th - Leave at your leisure as this is the day to drive home 

 

 

 

 

 

Suggested Lodging: Book Hotels NOW for best rates!  If hotels 

are booked, you can find other lodging elsewhere. 

July 9th Challis - Red Rock Lodge   208-879-4936                                                                                                                    

https://rrlodge.net, hotels.com,  Expedia.com     

July 10th McCall - Super 8 by Wyndham McCall   800-454-3213                                                                                                   

https://www.wyndhamhotels.com/super-8/mccall-idaho/super-8-mccall/overview     

July 11th Missoula - Super 8 by Wyndham Missoula / Reserve Street   Phone: 800-454-

3213   https://www.wyndhamhotels.com/super-8/missoula-montana/super-8-missoula-

reserve-st/overview     

July 12th Idaho Falls - Best Western Driftwood Inn   Direct: 208-523-2242  Toll Free: 800-780-7234                                                                                   

https://www.bestwestern.com/en_US/book/hotels-in-idaho-falls/best-western-driftwood-inn/propertyCode.13005.html 

 

https://rrlodge.net
file:///C:/Users/mikes/Downloads/hotels.com
file:///C:/Users/mikes/Downloads/expedia.com
https://www.wyndhamhotels.com/super-8/mccall-idaho/super-8-mccall/overview
https://www.wyndhamhotels.com/super-8/missoula-montana/super-8-missoula-reserve-st/overview
https://www.wyndhamhotels.com/super-8/missoula-montana/super-8-missoula-reserve-st/overview
https://www.bestwestern.com/en_US/book/hotels-in-idaho-falls/best-western-driftwood-inn/propertyCode.13005.html
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The Utah Miata Club was organized in early 1991, 34 years ago.  This next year we will be celebrating our 35th Anni-

versary.  The first Miata was developed in 1989 and came out as a 1990 model, however we now have the 35th Anni-

versary MX-5 Miata that has come out this year.  Jim and Margie Newson have purchased one from Bountiful Mazda.  

More will be mentioned on this in next monthôs newsletter.  This information below was mentioned in club newsletters 

in the mid-1990ôs and more recently in 2016 when I updated this information for one of the newsletters back then.  Not 

sure how many members are interested in this, however Iôm sort of a history buff so Iôm interested!  In the early days 

of the club before cell phones were as popular as they are today, we took club photos and the Club Historian officially 

kept the photo albums of the events back then.  Jeff Moon was the club Historian in the early 2000ôs.  I think it was 

Wanda and Bill Bates who kept the albums then as Bill was a photographer and took many photos back in those 

days. Jeff finally gave the albums to me many years ago, so I assume that Iôm the club Historian now but we donôt 

usually vote on that position at the annual elections now-days. If anyoneôs interested in seeing albums, let me know. 

Some things that we did back in the early days of the club 30+ years ago were a lot like we do things today. We men-

tioned members who joined the club each month and also ones that had birthdays that month. Weôve always had a 

óTop Downô article that usually  the President wrote. We featured current and upcoming events and activities and 

drives to get members interested in participating in them. Weôve also had a óCalendar of Eventsô to promote what was 

going on during the year.  

Concerning the Newsletter, the name ñRagtops to Ridgesò was one of the first names that our newsletter was 

called. ñThe Convertible Chronicles of the Utah Miata Clubò is our bi-line and weôve used it forever, or at least as 

long as I remember. In the early days we used several different óMastheadsô to distinguish the headline or óBannerô as 

we call it in the publishing world.  The photo of the óMiatas in a Rowô was taken by myself back at the summer BBQ 

party at a city park in Bountiful in 2002, just after I purchased my Blazing Yellow SE.  Iôve always loved that photo!   

Here is some history of the club you may not be aware of:  

This was what occurred on the second meeting with the club. This information was taken from some of the first news-

letters the club had, which I had access to back in the early days of the club. I do have a box in my garage some-

where of many old early 1990ôs and 2000ôs newsletters that I printed out as I like to have hard copies of those type of 

items.  Lynnôs not so happy that Iôm such a pack-rat! (ha-ha).  Here are some interesting items I have found out: Join-

ing the Utah Miata Club back in 1991 required some "Membership Maintenance". The local dues for the Utah Club 

was $20.00 per year, per couple. This meant that all Utah Club members in "Good Standing" as they called it back 

then, had to join the 'National Miata Club' called the "Miata Club of Americaò. The MCA had a post office box in 

Lilburn, Georgia that you had to send your $25.00 yearly membership dues to, which was the cost of joining the Miata 

Club of America, for a total of $45.00 for both combined memberships.                                         Continued on page 7 

. 

                         

   Early History of the Utah Miata Club 
                     By Mike Bailey 

1991 
Featuring: The first year of the Utah      
Miata Club after being organized! 
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Continued from page 6: 

With these dues you were deemed an 'official ' Miata owner and member in which they sent you a                                 

monthly national Miata Magazine, and gave you a car window decal, and official other Miata good-                             

ies and stuff (whatever that was). (As you can see from this, members back then actually paid more                                  

than we do today for their club memberships!).  Mazda Dealership Discounts: There were four local                                

Mazda dealers back then that offered UT MIATA CLUB (as they termed it in 1991) a 20% discount                                     

on Miata parts, service, and accessories (double the discount they offer us now). Dealers were: Bountiful  Mazda, 

Rick Warner Mazda, and Clinesô (in Murray) who purchased Miatas at their dealership. There was a Mazda dealer-

ship in Provo called Campus Mazda as well.  Miata sales were hot in 1991.  

At that time when the club first started the dealerships sent out 400 membership applications 

to all people who purchased Miatas locally and encouraged them to join the UTMIATA Club. 

This is a testament to the loyalty of our dealerships in helping Mazda and have been a very 

strong supporter of our club ever since. We especially want to mention our current full 

time sponsor; Bountiful Mazda, whom we appreciate for all that they do for the club!  

Mike and MJ MacDonald have been awesome through the years!  The second club meeting 

was held at Woody's Drive-In in Murray (yes, itôs still there at 6172 S. 1300 E.). Editorôs note; 

the fast food restaurantôs name is now changed. Back then, the club meeting had a theme of 

"Beach Boys Endless Summer" get-together. Dress for the occasion was in 'beach clothes 

only' and vote for your favorite Surfer Girl or Surfer Dude (and was touted as an event to 

come in your "Little Duce Coupe" (or Miata) and celebrate with some "Good Vibrationsò the 

way it was worded in the newsletter. It was an evening in the August 1991 newsletter that our 

very own Dorothy Bowers (currently the clubôs longest continuous member) was awarded for the Best Surfer Girl for 

the cutest beach wear attire. Bill Bedore (who I didn't know) received the award for Best Surfer Dude. After dinner at 

Woody's the group took a drive up Big Cottonwood Canyon and had dessert at the  Blind Miner Restaurant (Iôm not 

familiar with that restaurant) up the canyon.  It was mentioned that there was no rain or bad weather and the event 

was touted as a ñMiata Good Time!ò   

Note photos above of Woodyôs 

Drive Inn in Murray.  Shakes were 

cheap back then.  Not sure who 

those members are but trying to 

check with the Bowers to see if they 

remember them.  Other photo of 

Jim and Dorothy Bowers (the Surfer 

Girl winner) and another unknown person to me at Woodyôs.  Group photo of club members at that time.                                                                                                     

                   

 UTMIATA CLUB ñHEADLIGHTSò Article in the year 1991 
34 years ago the club also started putting in an article in their newsletter called ñUTMIATA CLUB 

HEADLIGHTSò. Not sure why they always had the name of the club in all caps. This article was 

our current day version of our "Member Spotlight" article that Carol Lynn Vredeveld has been 

doing for several years. This article was also reprinted in my April 2016 newsletter when I was 

President back then and wrote several articles about the history of our club.  In fact at one point in time I used to be the editor of 

the óSpotlightô  for a few years.  The first 'spotlight ' article (to my knowledge) was in September 1991 and highlighted the Kelcesô 

and the Jean Crookston family who owned a green Miata, and their daughter Kerrie had a white Miata. Obviously it was the first 

1991 "M" Edition or Special Edition Miata at the time which was the BRG or British Racing Green model.   

We love doing the óSpotlightô article as it is usually about new members  who have recently joined the club as we get to know a 

little about them and their family and why they purchased a Miata.  If any of our members would like to be featured in our 

óSpotlightô article, please contact an officer or board member or Carol Lynn and she has an easy to fill out form for it. 

 

 

Ragtops to Ridges                                July 2025 
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       Miataland 2025    By Mike Bailey 
 
 

We have a few more members going to Miataland in October of this year.  Steve & Ronda Beckstead, Hank & 
Rexanne Pond and Carol Lynn Vredeveld have now joined our group which consists of Mike & Lynn Bailey, Donn & 
Janet Cichocki, George & Patty Chase, David & Loriena Ortiz and Ginger Hutchings from New York. Karen had a 
couple cancellations on Miata folks that were going so more rooms opened up.  It will be a great trip, to say the least.  
We missed the 2021 trip due to Covid and I was in the hospital recovering when the club went and Donn was ill.  
Donn and I put lots of work into planning this ótrip of a lifetimeô and we both had to miss it.  I did live it through all the 
photos everyone sent to me in my hospital room!  Thanks for those memories.  Some of those photos are here on 
this page.   
 
Iôm so excited for this trip as we will be tracing some steps that others had visited back in 2021, namely to Rome, Mi-
ataland for almost a week, Bologna to the Lamborghini and Ferrari automobile factories and museums, and to Lake 
Como.  Weôll also be traveling in Miatas to plac-
es like Orvieto, Tido, Montercastello di Vibio, 
San Venanzo, Bevagna, Assisi, Spello, Gubbio, 
and Montefalco; quaint cities in Italy.  Some will 
go to Pompeii and other places but weôll all stay 
at the fabulous hotel Romanico Palace in Rome 
and also tour scenic places in Rome.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Another highlight on mine and Donnôs bucket list was to go to Iceland. Most of us will be going there several days af-
ter the trip to see lots of waterfalls and exotic scenery as well hopefully soak in some of the hot mineral open air 
baths and pools.  Karen Christiansen has done an excellent job of planning this trip for us as she is an expert in travel 
and vacations!  Give her a call if you are interested in anything travel related as she can hook you up. 801-483-5233.  
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Once again we'll spend two nights in Tropic located in Southern Utah.  Saturday                                                                

will be a free day to check out the local attractions - Bryce Canyon NP, Kodachrome                                                                

State Park or Cedar Breaks.  Go on your own or with several others in the group!                                                            

For those that have gone in the past, the route will be familiar. A change to this year's                                                                         

drive will be the choice of an alternate route home. We can choose between what                                                                

has been done previously - driving to Fish Lake then taking Gooseberry Road to                                                                    

Salina and north on Hwy 89 to Nephi. Or, we can take a backroad to Cedar Breaks,                                                                       

head through Brian Head ski area and into Parowan then I-15 home.   

Itinerary:  Friday, Sept 26th, 8:30 AM - Meet at Harmon's Bangerter Store 125 E. 13800 S. Draper,.Drive to Tropic  

Saturday, Sept 27th, free day - Do what you like and drive to several options of places or points of interest around the 

area that youôd like to see!     Sunday, Sept 28th, head home -  Several options for the drive home.  

Suggested lodging - Bryce Canyon Inn brycecanyoninn.com   Phone: 435-679-8502  or Toll Free: 1-800-592-1468.  

Some large double room cabins available, or check for cancellations.   Destination Address: 21 North Main St., Tropic, 

Utah 84776    Book NOW: Accommodations fill up fast. Other lodging in Bryce Canyon City and cities around there.   

  Fall Leaf Drive: 2025     by Roger Heath 

 September 26-28, 2025     2 Nights / 3 days 

Book Now if you have not got a Room. Go to 

Tripadvisor.com and book a room in Tropic start-

ing at $63.00 / night.  Or other options close to 

Bryce Canyon. If they are booked at Rubyôs or BW 

Bryce Canyon hotel, Mike Bailey has some      

connections to try and get you a room.                                                                      

http://brycecanyoninn.com/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR2MbcHwrT4Cs7VDdFOeThsxkVQ-AiHxvfcR5xLteYkXWFxCeImhGj0W2-c_aem_SI_6kfPCOyjANM_a40autg
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                           Enjoy these photos of Utah Miata Clubôs Julyôs Birthdays  

      VALERIE FRANCIS                      JASON WOODS                  VICTORIA HANSHEW               GREG WHITE 
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   Photos not available for: James Jolley, Richard Sorenson, David Langle           Photos below of Birthday Members 

 

  


