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The Convertible Chronicles of the Utah Miata Club 

 From the Top Down   By: Hank Pond, Acting President 

Usually I really enjoy summer, but this summer feels like what I imagine its like on the 
planet Mercury! I mean really, when something like 6 of the first 10 days of June were 
at or above 100?! If I wanted to live like a lizard I wouldôve moved to Phoenix (btw, 
theyôve experienced 118 already)! 

Enough whining. It is sunny, so I have to enjoy it. The club has had several members 
orchestrate rides this past month from the Wasatch back and murals in Tremonton 
(Ken & Jan Jaworski ), Miller Track car show and a heads up for Jazz Festival in Sun 
Valley in October ( Steve & Ronda Beckstead ), as well as the Bear Lake, the Helper/ 
Price road trip, and the upcoming RMRT to Glacier National Park (Roger & Perly 
Heath). 

Weôre hoping to see Shylo & Ali Bazzaz  (along with all the rest of you) at the July club 
picnic and elections. Mike Bailey continues to improve.  See the article about Mike in 
this newsletter. 

All in all, we continue to be an active, close knit group with a lot going on! Thatôs all 
good no matter what the temperature is! 

Zoom-Zoom, Hank 
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Annual Picnic- Club Officers Election- Planning Meeting 
 

Date & Time:  Saturday, July 17th, 4:00 PM 

Location: LDS Church Pavilion (Pavilion is behind the church building) 

Address: 6410 South 725 East Murray 84107 (a couple blocks west of Wheeler Farm) 

 

Information: This yearôs picnic will be held in Mur-

ray behind a church that will afford us privacy and a large 

enough venue that we wonôt need to share with anyone 

else. You will not need to bring camp chairs with you un-

less you would like to. This location will have running wa-

ter and bathroom facilities as well. 

Food will be provided by the club. South of the Bor-

der food truck (same food truck from the last two years 

will be there). Feel free to bring a dessert to share if youôd 

like to. No pressure. 

No drive, instead we will be handling club business 

while enjoying good food and company. 

Club officers elections will be held at this meeting. If 

youôd like to serve as a club officer, youôre welcome to put 

your name on the ballot. All positions will be for 1 year 

(until the next club election) at the next summer picnic. 

Planning will be undertaken at this meeting. This is an opportunity to 

discuss any and all thoughts for events as a club. Long trips, short trips, 

activities, whatever! We can calendar together and ensure that we always 

have something worth sharing as a group. 

LOTS TO DO, PEOPLE TO VISIT WITH, FOOD TO ENJOY. DONôT MISS IT!  

During the picnic, Club Bylaws will be discussed and amendments considered and voted on. We 

are proposing amending the language in the club bylaws to better suit our current needs.  Here are the 

proposed changes we will be voting on: 

ñAnnual Meeting 

1. The annual meeting shall be held in January each year at a time and location determined by the Presi-

dent Executive Board for the purpose of electing club officers and for other purposes as deemed appropri-

ate by the President Executive Board.  

2. The President Executive Board shall provide prior notification of the date, time and location of the an-

nual meeting in the  December newsletter.  

Standing Rule 

1. Election of club officers along with annual planning meeting is typically held in conjunction with the an-

nual summer club picnic. 

2 .Individuals in charge of club drives are expected to arrange for the meeting place and possible lunch  

   arrangements for that drive.ò 



www.utahmiataclub.org                                                                                                                   Page 3   

 

Ragtops to Ridges                                  July 2021 

Expiring Soon: $35 Dual / $25 Single 
Membership 

Membership Expired: $35 Dual / $25 
Single Membership 

Birthdays / Memberships / Waivers 
New Members 

Membership Dues Reminder 
If you wish to renew your membership, and we hope you will, please give or send a check to Club Treasurer, Mar-
gie Newson, for the appropriate amount. A Dual Membership (for yourself and a spouse, sibling or significant oth-
er) is $35, and $25 for Single. It is $35 dual/$25 single if you have the newsletter e-mailed to you, or $45 if 
you would like a hard copy sent by standard mail. You can also pay your dues online with PayPal on our 
website; www.utahmiataclub.org. This method is $35 / $25 (plus PayPal fees). If mailing a check, please send to: 
233 West 1550 North, Bountiful, Utah 84010. Make your check payable to the Utah Miata Club. Margie can also 
be contacted by phone at 801-295-4563 or by e-mail at sec.treasumc@icloud.com. 

Removed From Roster 

NAME YEAR COLOR 

KANDIS & DEREK ANDERSON 2021 RED 

TYLER CALL ? ? 

NICOLAS BETKER 2021 RED 

LARRY & MACEY KNIGHT 1990 RED 

LARRY THOMAS 2021 BLACK 

NAME EXPIRED 

MARSHALL DING 3/31/2021 

GARY LAMBERT 3/31/2021 

RICHARD MUELLER 3/31/2021 

MICHAEL ROLLINS 3/31/2021 

NAME EXPIRED 

AMY BECKSTEAD 6/30/2021 

TERRY BLACK 5/31/2021 

DAVID CHRISTENSEN 6/30/2021 

RON CHRISTENSEN 6/30/2021 

DAVID &BRENDA ENCHEFF 5/31/2021 

MICHAEL & DEBORAH FOSTER 6/30/2021 

ADAM GERGETZ 6/30/2021 

AITANA GONZALEZ 6/30/2021 

SONNY & CORA LEE JCKOWSKI 4/30/2021 

RICK & DAYNA KISER 5/31/2021 

DAVID & ROANN RODEBACK 6/30/2021 

MICHAEL STEPHENSON 6/30/2021 

GREG & ANGIE WHITE 6/30/2021 

JEFF & ANDIE WIGHT 5/31/2021 

Club Officers 
President: Mike Bailey   Vice President: Hank Pond   Secretary: Jim Newson 
Board Members: Valerie Francis, Brian Christiansen, Ken Jaworski  Treasurer: Margie Newson 

NAME EXPIRING 

JOSH & TONYA ASHMENT 7/31/2021 

BRET & ROXANNE BAGLEY 7/31/2021 

ALI & SHYLO BAZZAZ 7/31/2021 

TYLER & SHAREE BECKSTEAD 7/31/2021 

DONN & JANET CICHOCKI 7/31/2021 

BRIAN & SHARLENE EVANS 7/31/2021 

MARK & CHARISSE FURGUSON 7/31/2021 

BOB & ANNETTE GARNER 7/31/2021 

RICHARD & GAIL KELLY 7/31/2021 

JIM & MARGIE NEWSON 7/31/2021 

SEREI PANH 7/31/2021 

JASON & RACHEL WOODS 7/31/2021 

NAME DATE 

ROSEANN WHITAKER 1 Jul 

CLAUDE BROWN 6 Jul 

VAL FRANCIS 14 Jul 

JASON WOODS 15 Jul 

SHYLO BAZZAZ 16 Jul 

ALYSSA LAMBERT 19 Jul 

ELYS BANK 24 Jul 

GREG WHITE 29 Jul 
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June Lunch & Meeting Report (Wasatch Back) By: Valerie Francis 

There are so many roads to explore along the Wasatch Back, and many of them I 
have never been on, so the Wasatch Back drive hosted by Ken and Jan Jaworski 
was a great adventure! 

We first met at the city park in Midway, enjoying our lunches as we conducted a bit 
of business.  The ñugly sunglassò contest was fun.  There were only four contestants, 
but those four were awesome.  The contest winner was Roseanne Whitaker, but the 
others were certainly winners in my book. 

After lunch about 17 Miatas toured the Wasatch back from Midway, past Jordanelle 
Reservoir (with photo op), a quick stop in Coalville, past Echo Reservoir, Hennifer 
and Morgan, then up over East Canyon.  The drive ended at I-80 by Mountain Dell 
where everyone said goodbye and headed home.  I personally had never been on 
the road east and north of  Echo, and didnôt even know the back roads existed from 
Echo to past Croydon!  It is always a treat to find new fun roads.  Thanks to Ken and 
Jan for planning and executing this drive! 
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           Memorial Weekend Drive to Bear Lake Highlights 

Beautiful scenery and amazing weather was enjoyed by a dozen or so Miat-
as on the Memorial Day drive to southern Idaho and Bear Lake.  After travel-
ling along Hwy 89 from Roy, through Sardine Canyon and Logan, we 
stopped for lunch at the Preston City Park.  In Preston, we were successful 
in driving by Valôs house where she lived when her unfortunate finger acci-
dent happened, but were unsuccessful in driving by Napoleon Dynamiteôs 
house due to gravel roads.   

We then travelled on to Ovid via a 
beautifully green canyon, and then 
south towards Bear Lake.  We 
stopped in St. Charles for a well de-
served raspberry shake or other ice 
cream treat, then headed around the 
east side of Bear Lake.  What a treat 
to travel on a new road and to see the 
lake from the opposite side as normal-
ly viewed, let alone with a lot less traf-
fic.  We circumvented the lake back to 
Garden City and continued up and over Logan Canyon.  Instead of going 
back through Sardine Canyon, we skirted to the north of Wellsville and 

around to Honeyville, then waved goodbye as we caught I-15 at Brigham.  

It was a longer day drive (255 miles) but so worth it.  Thanks to Roger and Perly Heath for planning this fun day trip! 

          
Tremonton Mural Drive Highlights 

Who knew that a small town like Tremonton would have so many ñhistoricalò murals. It was a delight to visit this town, 

to walk around and drive around to view these.  There were only three Miatas that went on this last minute impromptu 

drive, but never-the-less we enjoyed the back roads drive to get to Tremonton, and exploring all the murals.  Thanks 

to Ken and Jan Jaworski for putting this together and to Mike and Deb Foster for the pre-exploration and providing the 

mural maps.  Highlight photos are on the following page: 

(Continued on page 6) 
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  (Continued from page 5)       

 

 

     

              

   Helper/Price UT Overnighter Report By: Valerie Francis 

ñIt was the perfect dayò exclaimed Roger Heath, and I believe that all who went on this trip 
would agree.  I know I do.  A group of eight Miatas and one ñsupport vehicleò left from 
Kamas to begin this adventure.  We travelled over Wolf Creek Pass, past Hanna and Ta-
biona, then stopped for lunch at the Duchesne City park.   

 

 

(Continued on page 7) 
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(Continued from page 6) 

From Duchesne we headed south on Hwy 191 through some more amazing scenery. 

Once we arrived in Helper, we met up with Roxanne Bagleyôs Uncle Laine for a history 
of the area, including the coal mining in the area, and a guided tour to a former mining 
town called Kenilworth.  What a treat to have Laineôs personalized history of the town 
and mining.  The drive up to Kenilworth was again through some great canyon roads.  
The old minersô homes have or are now being nicely renovated by their new owners. 

Speaking of renovations, downtown Helper has also been historically renovated, in-
cluding two gas stations.  After Laineôs tour and talk, we visited the Helper Railroad 
and Mining Museum, then walked through downtown.  At this point two more Miatas 
were able to join us.  We all enjoyed a mini Harley Davidson Museum, then spend a 
little time on a patio talking about what we had seen so far and what to do next. 

As we were visiting, we got an awesome surpriseé A 
ñBack to the Future DeLoreanò pulled up right in front 
of us.  We spent some time taking photos and talking 
to the owners about their trip from1985 to visit us, and 
of course their DeLorean. We later retired to Price for 
the night, then the next morning headed home past 

Schofield Reservoir, down Fairview Canyon, and finally say-
ing goodbye at Nephi.  

I, along with all who went, want to thank Roxanne and Brett 
Bagley for scheduling our personal tour with Roxanneôs Uncle 
Laine, and Roger and Perly Heath for planning this trip! It was 
the perfect day/trip! 
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ñMiracleò Mike Bailey Update By: Lynn Bailey 

For anyone who might not be aware, Mike Bailey was hospitalized on 
March 3, 2021 with Covid. It worsened quickly and he had to be put 
on a ventilator. On March 11th they found that he had blood clots in 
his legs and had to have emergency surgery to remove them. When 
the doctor called me, he told me that they might have to amputate 
both legs. I was frantic and so upset! Luckily he still has both legs. 
The doctors also realized that he had had a mild stroke. 

 On March 16 the doctors put him on dialysis because his kidneys 
weren't functioning. This is ALL caused from the nasty Covid virus! 
Mike wasn't really coherent. The doctors kept telling me that he'd 
probably never wake up. I didn't believe them. So I kept talking to him 
as if he was listening to me. Val, from our club gave me so much hope 

and encouraged me to keep talking to Mike. Thank you for your positivity, Val.  

On April 9th the doctors felt they could replace his vent with a trach. They also put a feeding tube in his belly. On April 
14, Mike no longer was contagious for Covid. He was moved from the Covid unit to regular ICU. I no longer had to 
wear the crazy beekeeper outfit and could touch Mike with my bare hands, not gloved up! I love giving Mike massag-
es now that I could actually touch him! On April 16th, Mike was diagnosed with pneumonia again. He seemed to re-
spond pretty well to the medication for pneumonia. He started to wake up a bit by April 20th. He smiled at me and 
squeezed my hand on command. This was a fantastic day! He was able to get a talking trach on April 28. Mike also 
produced some urine that day which was huge! He continues to produce urine and we see this as a good sign. PT 
was able to get Mike in a wheelchair with a hoyer lift and take him outside by the fountain at IMC in Murray. He loved 
it. On May 1, Mike was able to say I love you! That truly was a wonderful day. Then on May 5th Mike got an infection, 
Mersa, and I had to gown up again.  

On May 12th, Mike was doing well enough to be transferred to a specialty hospital. There are only 3 in the valley. One 
in Bountiful, one in Provo, and one in SLC. I visited them and decided that the Provo one seemed best for Mike's 
needs. They specialize in respiratory care. It was farther than I'd like to drive, but I was able to stay and visit from 9 
am to 9 pm, but only one other designated visitor. I put my daughter in law as the 2nd visitor because I knew I could 
count on her to go if I couldn't be there. So these were some pretty long days for me, but I wanted to be there to make 
sure he was getting the care he needed.  

Then on May 15th, Mike coded while having dialysis. It was such a terrifying experience! I thought I'd lost him for 
sure. They did chest compressions and defib on him as I watched. He looked blue, and I was so scared. The nurse 
that was there told me to talk to him, so I did. After what seemed like forever, they were able to get a pulse. The doc-
tors decided he should be transferred to Utah Valley Hospital. It was such a scary time. Mike did well at UVH and was 
transferred back to Utah Valley Specialty Hospital on May 25th.  

Mike was able to get his a smaller trach on May 28 and then he got it completely out on June 1st. He did a swallow 
test and was able to start eating on June 9th. Mike was transferred again on June 17 to Orem Rehab. I'm trying to get 
him somewhere closer to me, but it's hard because he needs dialysis still and because he's not mobile.  All the other 
places either didn't provide a van to dialysis or the dialysis place they take patients to, didn't have any openings for 
Mike.  

But ANYONE who would like to visit Mike at Orem Rehab (575 east 1400 
South, Orem) can visit, and as many people at a time can come.  You 
don't check in with anyone, you just take the path on the south side of 
the building and walk around to the west side of the building and look 
for room 207 on the window, and visit him through the window. You can 
talk to him through the screen. Mike would love to see any of you and as 
many as possible! It's best to visit Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday, Sunday as 
he has dialysis on MWF. I never know the exact time and you might miss 
him as he gets transferred to the dialysis place in a van and dialysis takes 
4+ hours. I call him "Miracle Mike"! He sure is a miracle to me. He has fought 
so hard and is still fighting hard to get more mobile!  

We both love and appreciate all the prayers that have been sent for us. We love our Miata family and Mike can't wait 
to be back with all of you!  
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 Steve & Kathy Nielsenôs Big Cross Country Adventure By: Steve Nielsen 

We just got back from a very long Miata Trip 6 İ weeks long.  Kathy and I 
went from Tooele to the furthest southeast, (Key West Florida) to the fur-
thest Northwest not counting Alaska (Washington state).    We drove a total 
of 10,908 miles, changed the oil 3 times, and the only car issue was a flat 
tire.  We drove through 27 states, counting Utah and slept in 31 different 
places.   

Our 1996 Miata now has a total of 233,000 original miles and she ran great.  
Highlights of the trip were Key West, Sea World, Orlando, driving on Tail of 
the Dragon in Tennessee, Niagara Falls, Mackinac Island, and Yellowstone 
National Park.  Along the way we visited family and friends we hadnôt seen 
in a while.  Thankfully, we were able to see Kathyôs cousin in Oklahoma who 
passed away about a week and a half after we visited with him.  We saw a total of 
93 people who were family or friends.  We finished our trip in Oregon visiting our 
youngest daughter and her family, and then headed home.   

It was a trip of a lifetime, and I was able to cross off several bucket lists items.  Our 
Miata has the most comfortable seats of any car I have owned and is also the most 
reliable of any car we have had.  Kathy enjoyed the trip so much she wanted to 
know when we could go on another trip, but maybe a little shorter. 

  

 

  

Impromptu Evening Drive to Squaw Peak Overlook By: Amy Beckstead 

Wednesday, July 7th 

Time: 6:00 PM 

Meet: Harmonôs Bangerter Crossing, 125 13800 S, Draper, UT 84020  

Attention Miata Drivers!! I am planning an evening drive Wednesday JULY 7th. We will meet at 6:00 P.M. at the Har-
mons at Bangerter Crossing in Draper, and leave at 6:15 sharp. We will head over Traverse Ridge towards Provo 
Canyon. We will go up to the Squaw Peak Overlook that looks over Utah Lake, then cruise by Bridal Veil Falls, and 
back home through the Alpine Loop. Total round trip is approximately 2 1/2 hours. You wonôt want to miss this!  
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NEW UPDATE: Rocky Mountain Road Trip (RMRT)  By: Roger Heath 

1. Final meeting before annual picnic: Those going on the RMRT and attending the picnic on July 17th, 
please come to the picnic 1/2 hour early (3:30 pm) for a final meeting to go over our trip plans. 

2. New meet time for day one of the trip: I had a suggestion to make 
the meet and drive time a little later on Day 1, Roy to Jackson. Instead of 
meeting at 8 AM and leaving at 8:30 AM we will now meet and leave 
an hour later, 9 & 9:30 AM. This will be better for those of you that 
require 45 minutes to an hour to get to Roy. Leaving an hour later will 
also put us into Jackson about the time we can check in to our hotels. 

Those of you that came up for the Memorial Day drive are familiar with avail-
able restrooms and coffee/food near the meeting location behind Beez Cafe. 
For those that arenôt, Harmons Grocery is only a couple minutes walk, Burg-
er King and McDonalds are on the corner, and as you exit I-15 in Roy and 
turn left onto 5600 South there is a Common Cents convenience store/gas 
station on your right just after you pass under I-15. If you need Starbucks the 
closest one is about 5 minutes away on Riverdale Road. 

After the meeting on July 17th I will ask Val to post any changes in the August newsletter just before we leave on Ju-
ly 31st. As of now the only changes are the day 1 meet/start time and the Lake McDonald boat trip on day 3. 

 

Dixieland Jazz Festival at Sun Valley in October  By: Steve Beckstead  
 

Come join us at the Sun Valley Jazz festival in October. I want to get this out quick, because the rooms for these 
things may sell out.  The event happens October 14-17th up in Sun Valley, Idaho.  Many club members have been to 
these music fests and it is the most fun ever, full of Dixieland fun, Zydeco, boogie woogie, and lots of bands.  Itôs a 
very relaxed atmosphere.  This one is packed with many great bands.   Ronda and I have been to lots of these 
around the West and itôs one of our favorite things to do.  Here is the link to the site: 
http://www.sunvalleyjazz.com/ 
 
We have our rooms at the Best Western Tyrolean Hotel in Ketchum for 3 nights, October 14, 15, and 16th. It's about 
$200 per night after taxes, but a nice place and I think there is an event shuttle.  Also breakfast, of course.  Rooms 
may go fast so suggest at least reserving as soon as possible. Also passes for the whole event are $200 each, are 
available now until June 30th at the early bird rate. Link is on website. The Best western is on Cottonwood Street and 
the direct phone number is 208-726-5336.  Of course Bestwestern.com  also works. 
 
Going so far, Becksteads, Spence and Teri, Carol Lynn, and Newsons.  We are thinking this could be a Miata event 
to drive to, but as it is October in Idaho, it is very possible weôll be taking AWD sedans or SUVs. Also the route is 
mostly freeway. Itôs about a 4.5 hour drive each way.  Each person can decide. Let's do music and fun!  
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2021 Calendar of Events  

July 7th: Impromptu drive to Squaw Peak Overlook, Refer to page 9, Amy Beckstead 

July 17th: 3rd weekend due to scheduling issues, Summer Picnic and Elections meeting, Refer to page 2 

July 31stðAug 6th: Rocky Mountain Road Trip, Refer to page 10, Roger Heath  

August 14th: 2nd weekend due to conflict with Rocky Mountain Road Trip, Monthly lunch & Meeting (TBD) 

September 11th: 2nd weekend due to Labor Day, Monthly lunch and meeting (TBD) 

October 2nd: Monthly lunch and meeting (TBD) 

October 13thð17th: Sun Valley Jazz Festival, Refer to page 10, Steve Beckstead 

November 6th: Monthly lunch and meeting (TBD) 

December 4th: Holiday Party (Lone Peak Park party room, time TBD) 

 

Tips for Newer Club Members By: Valerie Francis 
 

Now that you are driving a Miata and enjoying Zooming on top down adventures with the 
Utah Miata Club, here are a couple of tips to help you better enjoy the experience: 
 
Hat clips: Several of us have lost a prized hat on adventures (Doyle in Arches NP for ex-
ample) so one way to prevent this is to use hat clips.   You can easily order on-line for your 
next adventure. Pictured here is an example. 
 
FRS Radios: One important aspect of any of our drives with multiple cars is to be able to 

communicate with each other.  Our club does this using Family 
Radio Service radios, or FRS radios (informally called 2-way radi-
os).  From Doyle and my experience some brands or models donôt 
work for our application.  What we recommend is a Motorola or 
Midland brand radio, but other manufacturers will work as long as 
the model can do a frequency of 5.5 (actual frequency is 5.05).  
Please note that local stores may not carry models with sub-frequency options so the best 
place to get a radio is on Amazon.com, or other online retailers. 

The FRS radios are used to communicate things like upcoming turns on a drive, notice 
when the group gets separated, to notify if there are bicyclists, rocks, or even cows in the 
road,  or to comment on the beautiful or fun things we see during the drive, etc. Pictured 
here is an example. 

     

    Personalized Miata Plate of the Month 

Can you guess who this new personalized plate 
belongs to?  And I also really like the plate holder.  
It is on Jackie and Gordy Nichollôs 2017 Limited 
Edition ND.  How fun!  
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Photos this month are from the Bear Lake run and the June lunch meeting in Midway...  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


