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Ragtops to Ridges           March 2026 

The Convertible Chronicles of the Utah Miata Club 

    
 

From the Top Down     

by Robert Olsen 

Us Utah Miata drivers still know how to have fun, even in the 
winter months. While our beloved cars may spend a little more 
time tucked away in the garage during snow season, the spirit of 
the Utah Miata Club never goes into hibernation. Winter simply 
gives us a chance to shift gears and enjoy each otherôs compa-
ny in different ways. 
 
This year, our winter activities have already been a great reminder of what 
makes this club so special. In January, members gathered for a movie outing, 
proving that it doesnôt take winding roads or sunny skies to bring Miata enthusi-
asts together. The laughter, conversation, and shared experience made it clear 
that the real joy of the club is the people. February followed up with a fun trip to 
the theater, where we enjoyed a play together. Once again, it was less about 
the destination and more about the camaraderie, smiles, and chance to recon-
nect. 
 
As members of the Utah Miata Club, weôve learned that meeting up doesnôt 
always require a drive. Winter activities give us the opportunity to slow down, 
catch up, and enjoy each otherôs stories without worrying about the weather 
forecast. These gatherings remind us that the club is about friendship, shared 
interests, and creating memories year-round. 
 
Thereôs something special about seeing familiar faces during the colder 
monthsðlaughing together, sharing a meal or a show, and simply enjoying be-
ing part of a group that feels more like a community than just a car club. 
Whether youôve been a member for years or recently joined, winter events are 
a welcoming way to stay connected and involved. 
 
As we look ahead to warmer days and open roads, these winter get-togethers 
help keep the momentum going. They strengthen the bonds that make our 
drives, planning meetings and events even more enjoyable once spring ar-
rives. Until then, weôll keep finding ways to gather, laugh, and put smiles on our 
facesðbecause thatôs what being part of the Utah Miata Club is all about, no 
matter the season. 
Robert 
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                          March Luncheon & Activity  by Jackie Nicholl 

When / Where: Saturday, March 12, 2026  11:00 AM                                 
Cracker Barrel in Layton, Utah                                        
Address: 1792 No. Heritage Park Blvd.  Layton, UT. 

We will meet at the Cracker Barrell at 11:00 am.  We will order off the 

menu.  Weôll have our monthly meeting and discuss upcoming events 

and activities for our Spring and Summer driving season.   After lunch we will line up 

our Miatas for a drive to Antelope Island if weather permits.  Details below on the drive.  If the weather is bad we will 

drive to the Hill Air Force Base Museum for a tour there.  

              

 

 

 

Note:  You will need a Utah State Park Pass for free entrance or there is a fee to cross the Causeway: En-

trance Fee: $15.00 per vehicle up to 8 people.  Senior entrance Fee is $10.00.  If you want to purchase a Utah 

State Parks Pass the annual fee is $125. for Utah Residents, $65.00 for Utah Senior Residents.  

NOTICE: The Visitor Center is currently closed for construction and renovation. Temporary Visitor Infor-

mation and gifts located at the Antelope Island Marina, to the right as you approach the island.  

Visitor Center/Information:  801-725-9263  Visitorôs Booth Information and Address:  4528 West 1700 South     
Syracuse, Utah 84075  Entrance Booth/Information:  801-773-2941     Photos from past events to Antelope Island. 

  Antelope Island Drive and Activity 

Destination:  Antelope Island 

Drive to the Fielding Garr Ranch 
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                             April Luncheon and Drive    by Ty Kiisel 

When / Where:  Saturday, April 11th-
Garyôs Asian Bistro   Time:  11:30 AM.                           
Address:   3977 S. Wasatch Blvd. SLC, Utah  
84124  Phone: 385-799-2788 

This is a new restaurant we have not been to as a club.  It is 
owned by the same folks who own the Asian Star, so the food has to be exceptional!  We will have our 
monthly meeting and discussions.  After lunch if the weather is nice we will take a drive on the Wasatch 
Front.  If Big Cottonwood Canyon has a nice plowed road with not too much traffic, that is a possibility.   
Another option is to drive along Foothill Blvd. and go up Emigration Canyon to Mountain Dell Reservoir and 
then over to I-80 and take I-40 thru Heber City and down Provo Canyon Road and from there everyone can 
find their own way home. Probably best option of the two! 

  Be sure to support our local Mazda Dealership   

BOUNTIFUL MAZDA  for a New or Used Car and 

for your Service and Parts.  (801) 397-2277 

Ragtops to Ridges                           March  2026  
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New Members 

Birthdays / Memberships 

Attention: New Membership Dues Reminder 
The Utah Miata Club is a group of friends who promote our common interest in the Mazda MX-5 Miata, by joining in safe, recrea-
tional, and social activities. Your dues permit you to participate in club activities, and to receive the newsletter by email and participate 
on the clubôs Facebook Page. Please note that Expiring Soon column now shows your date ñPaid Thruò. A single membership is $30.00 for 
the year, and a dual membership is $40.00. If your name is among the personalized reminders below, at our next activity please hand a 
checkðpayable to the Utah Miata Clubðto Mike or Kelly Thompson.  If you prefer you may mail a check to 2468 E. 1950 N. Layton, UT. 
84040. If you have questions Mike may be contacted at 530-521-6675, or by email at utahmiataclub@yahoo.com. Payment types accepted 
for your dues are cash, check, money order or Venmo: username @UMCTreas. Please Renew your Membership on the Month its Due!  

 

 

REMOVED FROM ROSTER EXP. 

BRENT PALMER 12-31-
25 

JOE & JOANN JACOBSEN-
WELLS  LEVERICH  

12-31-
25 

PATTY CHASE 03 MAR 

ROGER NEWTON 03 MAR 

DAVID PORTER  03 MAR 

MICHAEL MILLS 05 MAR 

OWEN SPENCER 07 MAR 

JEFF DURRANT 08 MAR 

SINA SARAVANI 09 MAR 

SARIAH PASKETT 13 MAR 

ERIC KANKAINEN 15 MAR 

SAMUEL HART 15 MAR 

DAVID ORTIZ 15 MAR 

 Memberships Expired / Renew Now 

                         NAME  YEAR     COLOR 

{Lb! {!w!±!bL ϧ C!¢9a9 /I![9{¢hwL нлмо ¢w¦9 w95 

Expiring Soon: $40. Dual- $30 Single / Renew Now 

NAME EXPIRED 

LEE TREVOR 31 JAN 2026 

MIGUEL MALDONADO 31 JAN 2026 

BEN McGEE 31 JAN 2026 

RYAN MCGEE 31 JAN 2026 

ANTHONY BROWNING 28 FEB 2026 

RICK & DANETTE DAVIS 28 FEB 2026 

ANDY JACKSON 28 FEB 2026 

RYAN & EMMA RICHMAN 28 FEB 2026 

SAMUEL & KELLY HART 30 APR 2026 

LARRY & CHARLENE PETERSEN 30 APR 2026 

Club Officers July 2025ð2026 

President: Robert Olsen  Vice President:  

Michael Bailey  Secretary: Kelly Thompson  

Treasurer: Michael Thompson 

Directors: Gordon Nicholl, Valerie Francis, 

David Scheurer  Web Master: Doyle Sturm  

Newsletter Editor: Mike Bailey                

Membership Director: Jackie Nicholl 

NAME PAID THRU 

JIM / MARILYN BICKLEY 31 MAR 2026 

BRAD HAMBLIN 31 MAR 2026 

DOUGLES KLUENDER 31 MAR 2026 

ROBERT / SHARON MECHLING 31 MAR 2026 

BOB / KIM RICHARDS 31 MAR 2026 

MIKE & LYNN BAILEY 30 APR 2026 

KAY BARRELL 30 APR 2026 

GREG & ALISON BRIDEN 30 APR 2026 
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Photos at February Luncheon & Desert Star Theater 

by Mike Bailey               

We had about 35 members attend the February luncheon at Jimôs Restaurant in Sandy.  We had 
a couple new members attend as well. Then we headed to the Desert Star Theater for the 
ñGREASEDò Happy Days are Here Again production which was very entertaining.  We had 20 
members attend the óGreasedô production and we all had excellent seats for viewing the perfor-
mance.   They announced all the February birthdays to stand up for an applause but didnôt send out any gifts!    
They also wanted everyone celebrating an anniversary to stand up and dance while they played a song.   
Steve and Kathy Nielsen had the honor of doing that.  Thanks to Ken Jaworski for some of the photos. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                       

         Miatas &  Curvy Roads: A Great Mix!                       Remembering Miatas in Moab V  ð  Spring 2012        
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   News Release: Anniversary Date for Release of the 1990 MX-5 Miata 
 
This article was written by Grassroots Motorsports with content from Classic Motorsports and Mazda USA. 
 
On February 10, 1989, 27 years ago from this date in 2026 Mazda unveiled the Mazda Miata at the 1989 Chicago 
Auto Show.  The sports car world as we know it was forever changed (in the best way possible, of course!) 

Drawing inspiration largely from iconic post-war British roadsters like the Lotus Elan and MGB, the Miata mated a 
free-revving, 1.6-liter inline-four engine with a five-speed manual gearbox, plus a convertible top and headlights that 
famously popped up and down.  Later, a larger 1.8 liter motor was introduced in 1994.  This was the first generation 
Miata (NA).  
 
The original MSRP was just under $14,000. (Adjusted for inflation, that comes out to over $36,000.00 today).    
Nearly 40 yearsð and multiple generations later, the Miata continues to be the go-to óanswerô for enthusiasts and 
racers alike.  Photos above:  Miatas on display at the 1989 Chicago Auto Show.  Photo of a óProductionô MX-5 next 
to the Miata prototype.  Other photos of the Press photography, Mazda execs and also photo of the Miata engine.     

Above: 1990 Classic Red Miata and 1991 British Racing Green, 1992 Sunburst Yellow, 1994 Classic Black with red 
leather interior.  Starting in 1991 Mazda featured Special Edition, limited production Miatas each year for the NA and 
then in 2000 called them Special Editions with limited production numbers produced.  They usually had special 
leather interiors.  The NB was from 1999 starting with the Saphire Blue and ran through 2005 with the Mazda Speed 
Lava Orange.  The NC Miatas were from 2006-2015.  The 4th Generation or ND Miatas came out in 2016-current 

Miata Tidbits       
by Mike Bailey  

 
Newsworthy Items from UMC Members 
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                                June Bryce Canyon Dark Sky Nights Presentation 
                       by Ken Jaworski and Robert Mechling and edited by Mike Bailey  
                     
                      
 
 
 

 
 

STARRY NIGHT PRESENTATION: Bryce Canyon will present 
"DARK RANGER PROGRAM" on Saturday night weather permitting. High elevation, clean dry air, and lack of light 
pollution make Bryce Canyon one of Earth's darkest places. With our Dark Rangers' help, Bryce Canyon offers you 
ultimate stargazing. High-quality darkness is ablaze with starlight. On moonless nights the Milky Way looks like a huge 
silvery rainbow from horizon to horizon. Venus and Jupiter are so bright they create shadows.  Making the most of a 
bright full moon, our Dark Rangers offer guided night hikes among the moonlit hoodoos.  Editorôs Note: You can read 
more about this in Kenôs article in previous newsletters.  Ken plans to head out on Saturday, June 14 and stay 2 nights 
and head home Sunday, June 14th. You can go for as many days as you like and travel around Southern Utah.   
 
Despite what you have heard about accommodations being booked out, my contacts in Bryce Canyon City have 
rooms available at Rubyôs Inn, Bryce View Lodge and also at the Best Western Grand Hotel.  
Accommodations available in Bryce on June 11 only at BVL $180. QQ.  6/12 &13: Rubyôs QQL $304.QQU: $322.     
On 6/14: BVL: QQ: $85. Grand QQ:$123.  Rubyôs QQL: $139. QQU: $119. Definitions:  QQ=Standard 2 Queen Beds, 
QQL: Lake View 2 Queens, QQU: Main Lodge D2 Queens. Also includes 415.12% tax, $5./night resort fee.        
Breakfast is included each day in above pricing.   
Other options in Tropic: Note:  Tropic is 11-16 miles away from Bryce which is 16-20 minutes driving your Miata. 
Bryce Canyon Inn. 21 N. Main Tropic. 435-679 8502. info@brycecanyoninn.com.  We stayed here the past couple 
years on our Fall Leaf Drives which Roger conducted.  Awesome places as are there rest below which have excellent 
reviews: Bryce Country Cabins; 280 N. Main, Tropic.  Bryce Canyon Log Cabins.  Bryce Canyon Country Inn.  Bryce 
Canyon Pines Lodge, Bryce Canyon Resort.  Just to name a few. 

Attention UMC Members Interested in going to Bryce in June:  
Some new information has come up from several members who want to attend 
this event and for those interested the dates they have booked accommodations 
for 4 days (3 nights) Thursday June 11 - Saturday, June 13th coming home on 
Sunday June 14th.  Advice is to book your rooms soon as possible.  Details below. 
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          Fall Event Drive with Texas Bluebonnet Miata Club In Southern Utah  

                                                 by Mike Bailey 

Some of our Miata friends from the Bluebonnet Miata Club are coming to Utah at the end of Sep-

tember this year and would like to hook up with us to see some of our favorite places in Utah, name-

ly some National and /or State Parks.  Iôve agreed to send them some information on some places 

weôve been to before which will highlight what Utah has to offer.  Many of them have attended our 

óMiatas in Utahô events in the past and weôve also been to their óTexas Miata Round-upô. Their dates 

to be in Utah are from Sept. 18-24th with about four days around the Moab area and then to Capitol 

Reef and then on to Bryce Canyon and also a drive through Zion before they head back home.  Iôm thinking we could 

plan our annual Fall Drive around this schedule and also have some fun with these Miata people who many of them I 

have know for years because of Miata events.  Particularly, Craig Martin and George Lucas (who is the Texas clubôs 

newsletter editor) are good friends.  

This is the Itinerary of the Texas Clubôs trip and where they will be on the following days: Friday-Monday, 

Sept. 18-21: Moab.  Tuesday Sept. 24: Capitol Reef NP.  Wednesday, Sept. 25: Bryce.NP.  Thursday, Sept. 26: 

Zion NP.   They are then headed to Page and back home. 

I have received some rates from Bryce on their rooms. Working on rates for Moab from my contacts there.Rubyôs Inn 

for the Main Lodge; Two Queen Beds which are the higher end rooms: $290.00/ night.  Other option is to stay in 

Tropic: See info on the Dark Sky Night event for hotel options.  Prices less money that at Bryce.  I will have pricing 

on this for next newsletter and will also post on our clubôs Facebook page. 

 

UMC GROUP AT TEXAS MIATA ROUND-UP 

Ragtops to Ridges                       February  2026  Ragtops to Ridges                       February  2026  Ragtops to Ridges                         March  2026  
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                           Monthly Birthday Celebrations at UMC Luncheons      Monthly Door Prize Give-Aways    

       PATTY CHASE                 DAVID PORTER                                       ROGER NEWTON           ERIC KANKAINEN 

 

 

Ragtops to Ridges                                         March  2026 

 Photos not Available:   Samuel Hart, Michael Mills, Spencer Owen, Sina Saravani.  Below: Photos of Birthday Members: 

      JEFF DURRANT                   DAVID ORTIZ                                            ROBERT KLINSHAW       SARIAH PASKETT 

Enjoy these photos of Utah Miata Clubôs March Birthdays  



www.utahmiataclub.org                                                                                                                   Page 10   

 

                         Miata Swag / Apparel, Car Club Magnets   by Mike Bailey                                                                                        

Knit Hats-great for the winter.  MX-5 Embroidered on them.   

 

 

 

                                       

Itôs club Jacket time as the weather gets cooler.  We have official Utah Miata Club Jackets with several options depend-

ing on what you like.  Or you can have the Club Logo (Official logo or Mountains Logo with color of your Miata) on them.  

If you like you can provide your own jacket for embroidery of the logo on it.  Several colors to choose from.  Most come 

with or without a concealed hood.  Jackets have a nice lining in them. They fit neatly behind your seats.  

Contact me by preferably email mike@mikebaileyprinting.com or by text at 801-597-1456.  

 

 

 

Jackets, Sweatshirts (all styles) pull-over hoodies, crew neck, 1/4 zip, full zip with pockets.  Denim Shirts, T-Shirts,  

$25-30.00 depending on style/ brand. These are great for the fall or winter and even spring weather.  

 ñLong Live the Roadsterò Polo Shirts in most colors.  Also  can make them in T-Shirts in any color. 

Miatatude Shirts in any colors. 

 

 

 

 

 

               

                          

Official Club Magnets or Mountains Logo Magnets with color of your Miata on them.                                          

Miata Support Vehicle Car Magnets are now available!    

UMC CAR MAGNETS: $25.00 / PAIR        
OFFICIAL OR MOUNTAINS LOGO 
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              MIATA SUPPORT VEHICLE CAR MAGNETS 

              New Magnets feature the Official Utah Miata NEW !

Ball Caps:  Standard Structured or Soft Caps for ladies & men.  

Many colors to choose from: $25.00 Each.  NEW! UMC Mountains 

Logo with 30,000 embroidered stitches:  $25.00, Regularly $30.00.  

Official Logo: or Long Live the Roadster Logo:$25.00 each!  La-

dies ñMiata Hairò soft Caps. $25.00.  Close out Hats: $20.00 


