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Ragtops to Ridges  September 2021 

The Convertible Chronicles of the Utah Miata Club 

 From the Top Down   By: Roger Heath, President 

September already! School is back in session, temperatures beginning to cool off 
(finally), Covid-19 is still a big influencer in our daily lives and Christmas is only 3 
months away. This summer, like many others, has flown by. Anymore it seems time on-
ly drags by when you have a bill to pay off or youôre anticipating that big trip.  

After almost a year of planning and waiting the Rocky Mountain Road Trip is now be-
hind us. It was long, it was smoky, but more importantly it was very enjoyable with new 
friendships made and old friendships still intact. :-) AND everyone made it home safe. 
More on the trip later in this newsletter. Another fun meeting and drive to Helper just 
happened with 13 Miatas and 1 Other Than Miata (OTM) meeting in soggy Heber City.  
Ten vehicles continued on drier roads to Helper for the art and car show. Twice to Help-
er in the same year is more times than most of us have been in our lifetime. 

It was a stressful few days for a couple of club members as they had to evacuate their 
home due to the Parleys Canyon fire. Luckily the weather cooperated and the fire didnôt 
really progress much, and they came back to a fully intact home. After watching the devastation from the California 
wildfires we are lucky Utah has somewhat escaped the destructive fires. Val gave those of us at the August meeting 
some great news on Mike Bailey as he continues to improve, albeit slowly, but we can all hope he is back with us mak-
ing us laugh again very soon.  

Looking forward - summer may be winding down but the great fall top down weather is coming up. There are still drives 
to do and fall leaves to see.  So stay active as itôs not time to hibernate just yet. 
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September Meeting and Drive 
 

Date & Time:  Saturday, September 11th, 11:30 AM  
(2nd weekend due to Labor Day) 
Location: Soldier Hollow Golf Club House 

Address: 1370 West Soldier Hollow Ln, Midway, UT 84049  

 

Information:  

The club drive will be AFTER our lunch meeting at Soldier Hollow Golf 

Course in Midway. 

We will meet  at 11:30 am as a club for lunch at Soldier Hollow Golf 

Course in Midway, UT.  

We had originally planned to participate again in the Riverton City 9/11 parade, but it turns out that River-

ton will not be holding that parade this year. We were unable to determine that any municipalities would 

be holding any parades to commemorate the date. 

After lunch, those interested in driving 

with us are invited to drive Guardsman 

Pass from Midway to Big Cottonwood 

Canyon. There may be some that elect 

to stop at Brighton to take a leisurely 

stroll around Silver Lake. 

In any event, the drive is tailor made for 

top down Miata driving and the scenery 

is splendid. For those opting to not stop 

at Silver Lake and go straight through to 

Big Cottonwood Canyon, we expect this 

drive to last around an hour.  

There is another option of turning off the 

road and driving into Park City. Weôll be 

happy to show you where the turn off is. 

So, whether you take the delightful hour tour 

back to Salt Lake Valley or choose to spend time 

visiting Silver Lake or even the shops in Park 

City, we hope youôll join us for the drive! 

Please remember to have your FRS radio 

tuned to our normal frequency so you can 

hear all our commentary. 

Should be a beautiful ride!  

Zoom-Zoom, Hank 
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Expiring Soon: $35 Dual / $25 Single 
Membership 

Membership Expired: $35 Dual / $25 
Single Membership 

Birthdays / Memberships 
New Members 

Membership Dues Reminder 
If you wish to renew your membership, and we hope you will, please give or send a check to Club Treasurer, Mar-
gie Newson, for the appropriate amount. A Dual Membership (for yourself and a spouse, sibling or significant oth-
er) is $35, and $25 for Single. It is $35 dual/$25 single if you have the newsletter e-mailed to you, or $45 if 
you would like a hard copy sent by standard mail. You can also pay your dues online with PayPal on our 
website; www.utahmiataclub.org. This method is $35 / $25 (plus PayPal fees). If mailing a check, please send to: 
233 West 1550 North, Bountiful, Utah 84010. Make your check payable to the Utah Miata Club. Margie can also 
be contacted by phone at 801-295-4563 or by e-mail at sec.treasumc@icloud.com. 

Removed From Roster 

Club Officers 
President: Roger Heath   Vice President: Valerie Francis  Secretary: Jim Newson 
Treasurer: Margie Newson  Directors: Hank Pond, Steve Beckstead, Robert Mechling   

NAME EXPIRING 

RICHARD & PATTY ADAMS 9/30/2021 

ROBERT & PATTY FACKRELL 9/30/2021 

ROBERT & PATTY FACKRELL 9/30/2021 

MARK & SHAUNA MIDGLEY 9/30/2021 

STEVE & McKENSEE SPACKMAN 9/30/2021 

TOM & PAMELA WHARRAM 9/30/2021 

NAME BIRTHDAY 

AITANA GONZALEZ 1SEP 

GAIL KELLY 4 Sep 

JAMES VREDEVELD 4 Sep 

MICHAEL FOSTER 17 Sep 

ANDREW WADE 17 Sep 

KAREN CHRISTIANSEN 23 Sep 

VICTORIA HANSHEW 23 Sep 

RICHARD ADAMS 29 Sep 

ANA PORTER 29 Sep 

CHRIS LEWIS 30 Sep 

NAME DATE 

DAVE & BRENDA ENCHEFF 5/31/2021 

MOLLY KING OWN REQUEST 

JEFF & ANDIE WIGHT 5/31/2021 

NAME EXPIRED 

BRET & ROXANNE BAGLEY 7/31/2021 

DAVID CHRISTENSEN 6/30/2021 

RON CHRISTENSEN 6/30/2021 

RICHARD & JUDY DYSON 8/31/2021 

DAVID &BRENDA ENCHEFF 5/31/2021 

BRIAN & SHARLENE EVANS 7/31/2021 

MICHAEL & DEBORAH FOSTER 6/30/2021 

BOB & ANNETTE GARNER 7/31/2021 

ADAM GERGETZ 6/30/2021 

AITANA GONZALEZ 6/30/2021 

JONATHON & ALLISON HUNTSINGER 8/31/2021 

RICHARD & GAIL KELLY 7/31/2021 

SEREI PANH 7/31/2021 

DAVID & ROANN RODEBACK 6/30/2021 

MICHAEL STEPHENSON 6/30/2021 

CAROL LYNN VREDEVELD 8/31/2021 

GREG & ANGIE WHITE 6/30/2021 

JEFF & ANDIE WIGHT 5/31/2021 

TYSON & TRACY YOUNG 8/31/2021  

NAME YEAR COLOR 

PAUL ZUPON 2021 POLYMETAL GRAY 

BENJAMIN BROWNLEE 2021 RED 

BRANDON GILLESPIE 2021 RED 

KRISTI SMITH 2021 RED 
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   August Meeting & Drive Report  By: Valerie Francis                                                

Well another fun drive and day is in the books.  It all started at Heber City Park with a 
quick meeting in the park pavilion, which protected us from the on and off rain activity.  
Actually, the day started earlier for a few attendees who enjoyed a beautiful drive up Big 
Cottonwood Canyon and over Guardsman Pass.  The meeting consisted of the regular 
items; review of upcoming drives and trips, birthday recognitions, door prizes, meeting 
new members, etc. Since Bret (half of our lead) couldn't make it due to his new work 
schedule, we got to meet Roxanneôs cute mom Ruth, who came along as her co-pilot. 

After the meeting, ten cars (plus one OTM) headed out under clearing skies and cool 
temperatures.  Driving Daniels Canyon and past Strawberry Reservoir is always a treat, 
and traffic was fairly light.  With a quick rest stop in Duchesne we proceeded down the 
fun partially straight and partially twisty Hwy 191 to Helper.  Traffic here was really light.  
Over the whole 47 miles we only came up to and passed one tanker and one RV.  OK, 
then one last tanker we followed the last couple of miles to our turnoff onto Hwy 6, since 
it wasnôt worth passing at that point. 

Upon reaching our destination at the Helper Arts 
Festival, we all went on our own through the festival to grab a delicious lunch, 
peruse the art booths, and enjoy the small but interesting car show.  Small town 
festivities are always a delightful way to spend an afternoon.   

Everyone went their own way home, when they wanted, 
but I understand we mostly went straight back via Hwy 
6 to Spanish Fork and then freeway.  This was probably 
a good move since additional rain started later that day, 
and we all got home safely before it started.   
Thanks to Roxanne and Bret for planning this awesome 
day, and thanks to Roxanne and her co-pilot Ruth 
(Mom) for taking us on this fun drive and adventure! 
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Rocky Mountain Road Trip Report By: Roger Heath 

Alternately called ñRocky Mountain Smoke Tripò or ñWhat Can I Leave Behind Road Tripò 

      July 31stðAug 6th, 2021 
The first long trip for the Utah Miata Club in a couple of years is now in the 
books. It began in Roy, UT on Saturday, July 31st with13 cars in-line ready 
to head north to Jackson, WY. For the most part the trip was uneventful as 
we traveled backroads to our lunch stop in Soda Springs, ID. Heading 
north out of Soda Springs it wasnôt long before we saw dark clouds and 
lightening over the mountains to the east. With all of us driving top down it 
forced us to stop at The Henry Store, established in 1892, to put our tops 
up.  But it was also a great photo stop and a chance to revisit the old days. 
It wasnôt long after that stop we encountered our first thunderstorm and 
rain. By the time we got to Alpine, WY for a fuel stop the floodgates 
opened up. Itôs been a long time since Iôve seen rain that hard. The rest of 
the drive from Alpine to Jackson was uneventful. Once we checked in to 
our hotels most of us went out and walked around Jackson. 

Day 2 took us north out of Jackson, past the Tetons and into the south en-
trance of Yellowstone. This is also where we started picking up the smoke 
from all the fires burning in the west right now. Smoke diminished the view 
of the Tetons and Yellowstone Lake as we drove by. After rounding Yel-
lowstone Lake we headed for the east entrance. Traffic was light heading 
out with the exception of one RV that kept our speed down. However, the 
drive out the east entrance is gorgeous and if youôve never done it I would 
highly recommend it. We eventually made our way to Cody, WY where we 
met up with Val and Doyle and had lunch. After lunch it was on to one of 
the most anticipated drives, Chief Joseph Highway and the Beartooth 
Highway. Other than the smoke neither drive disappointed. Weather was perfect, traffic was light and the drop-offs 
were amazing. When the smoke clears this is a drive that needs to be done again. Coming off the Beartooth Highway 
landed us in Red Lodge, MT for the night.  

(Continued on page 6) 
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(Continued from page 5) 

Day 3 was a transition day cruising to Great Falls, MT for the night. For the most part 
the drive was uneventful though several hundred, seemed like many more, grass-
hoppers decided to hitch a ride on my grill. My grill was completely, no exaggeration, 
covered with grasshoppers when we stopped for lunch and gas. It took a quick trip to 
the carwash to clean them off. We encountered our second strong thunderstorm 
while driving through the Helena Louis and Clark National Forest.  

Day 4 was to be the highlight day of the trip, driving over the Going-to-the-Sun Road in Glacier Na-
tional Park. Heading north out of Great Falls the smoke became thicker and obscured the moun-
tains around us. When we reached the eastern side of Glacier, south of St. Mary, the smoke didnôt 
let up. As we entered the park the group split up. Some went to the St. Maryôs visitor center, others 
continued on to Lake McDonald Lodge. Val, Doyle, Hank and Rexanne left Great Falls before the 
main group to hike a couple of trails in the park. Even though the smoke in Glacier valley made pic-
ture taking somewhat pointless, the drive over the Going-to-the-Sun Road never disappoints. The 
engineering feat to build this road was truly remarkable especially considering the time it was built.  

Coming off the Going-to-the-Sun Road we all met back up 
again for a one hour boat tour on Lake McDonald. The tour 
was interesting and the guide fun to listen to as we all proba-
bly learned some new facts about the park and lake. From 
there it was into the lodge for some piano playing by Steve. 
We then stopped in Dead Horse, MT for huckleberry ice 
cream or a shake before ending the day in Bigfork, MT along the northeast shore of Flathead Lake.  

       

(Continued on page 7) 
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(Continued from page 6) 

On day 5 we had planned to drive south on Highway 35 along the eastern shore 
of Flathead Lake, through Missoula and stopping in Salmon, ID. However a new 
fire just north of Poulson closed Highway 35 forcing us to reroute to the east. 
Driving past Swan Lake and Seeley Lake on Highway 83 sure didnôt disappoint 
as it was one of the prettiest drives we took. Once we got through Missoula the 
smoke kind of cleared and it was a nice drive to Salmon. However the drive 
leading up to and over the Chief Joseph pass provided an opportunity to test 
oneôs skill and confidence in the Miataôs handling as well as spook the person in 
the passenger seat.  

Day 6 took us back north out of Salmon to the junction of Highway 93 and MT-
43. Several miles outside of Salmon the Nichols started having issues with their 
Miata, the dash was lighting up like a Christmas tree and limited throttle re-
sponse. As the pack stopped to regroup the Nicholls and Mechlings returned to 
Salmon to have Gordyôs car looked at. The rest of us continued up Hwy 93, as 
we got closer to MT-43 the smoke was definitely much more intense this morn-
ing then the day before. Driving east along MT-43 we drove past the miles of 
burn scar from the Lost Creek fire that was still burning. We made a pit stop in 
Wisdom, MT and as we were waiting we got a text from Gordy; he and the 
Mechlings were on their way as Gordyôs car was fine. Apparently he got some 
bad gas (the car kind) and a gas additive took care of his issues. Once again we 
were all together.  

After lunch in Dillon, MT several cars took off to see Old Faithful in Yellow-
stone. The rest of us continued on to West Yellowstone but took an hour 
break to wander around Virginia City, MT. Itôs called a ghost town though 
there are still a handful of people living here. It was interesting to look in 
some of the old buildings and wonder what life was like without the internet, 
AC and all the other luxuries we take for granted today. This day turned out 
to be the last day for many of us as we decided to skip Jackson and head 
home on Friday (day 7). 

This trip was fun and from the many com-
ments most enjoyed the time away from 
home. As with any adventure thereôs always 
lessons learned to make the next trip better. 
A couple of take-aways from this trip, rather 
than doing one-night stands, pick a spot to 
go to and use that as the home base to ex-
plore from, and donôt be the leader when 
driving through bug infested areas.  
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                       Miata Tales By: Ken Jaworski 

ñHOLY SH*T THAT 18-WHEELER IS GOING TO PASS ALL OF USò (14 
Miataôs on RMRT two lane road with a cattle drive on the right side of 
road). BTW this really happened and I really said thaté 

Hmmmm! Is that really good radio etiquette?? Letôs look at this a little clos-
er. If I was still flying as a former USAF fighter pilot and a boggy came 
streaking up behind us, I would probably scream (which I have known to 
do) on the radio ñMIATA FLIGHT BREAK RIGHT BOGGY 7 O-CLOCKò 

1. Here I have identified the whole MIATA FLIGHT (14 Miataôs).  

2. I have told them which way to go. 

3. I have identified my reasoning. 

4. I have not insulted anyone with my expletive, especially the FCC. 

Letôs go back a little further.  Many of us while we are driving have the FRS radio on the dash, consul, or on the seat. 
Most are not wearing head sets, but are listening to tunes or your navigator telling you ñYouôre driving to close. Youôre 
driving too far back. Did you take the dog to the sitter?ò, you get the point, Iôm sure. Soooo, if you just get on the radio 
and start talking almost everyone has missed what was just said. Please identify who you want to listen to your mes-
sage and wait for him/her to answer.  

1. LEADER this is YGROWUP, over. (Wait for the Leader to answer or say again if necessary). 

2. YGROWUP this is LEADER, over. (Now tell him what you need). 

3. LEADER the bladder gauge is beginning to over flow. How about a potty break? over. 

4. YGROWUP the scheduled potty break is just around the next bend, over. 

5. LEADER, roger (not Roger, but roger, even though, it could be Roger). 

This doesnôt always involve the leader. It could involve ñtail-end Charlieò alias, the Sweep. 

1. BASHFUL this is the SWEEP, over. (Now the sweep is waiting for Bashful to answer). 

2. SWEEP this is BASHFUL, over. (Now the Sweep can tell Bashful the message). 

3. BASHFUL your boot (trunk) is open, over. 

4. Roger, SWEEP, I will pull over at the next driveway, over. 

5. Roger, BASHFUL, we will wait with you and join the rest as soon as you get it closed. 

6. Roger, SWEEP, thanks. 

7. *****PAUSE***** 

8. LEADER this is SWEEP, over. (Now the Sweep is waiting for the Leader to answer). 

9. SWEEP this is LEADER, over. 

10. LEADER, just in case you didnôt hear BASHFUL and SWEEP are pulled over and will rejoin asap, over. 

11. SWEEP, LEADER acknowledges situation and will slow for your rejoin, over. 

12. LEADER, this is SWEEP, roger. 

Now this is all clear and everyone now knows why the gaggle (pack/group/mass/flight) of Miataôs is slowing down. 
BUT what if the leader doesnôt hear of the situation thatôs happening at the back of the gaggle. You all know that the 
FRS radios have a limited range of 1 to 2 miles on a flat road that you would find in Kansas with no hills or mountains 
or curves or ups and downs. Well, these are very real limiting factors here in the mountains and canyons of Utah, Wy-
oming, Montana, and Idaho. This is the reason why it is so important that the gaggle knows what is happening.  

Sometimes you need a Miata that is in the mid-
dle of the gaggle to become a relay to the lead-
er. When is this needed, where is this needed, 
who needs to do this? Obviously, if only three or 
four Miataôs are cruising thereôs no need, but 
what if there are 10, 15, 20 or even 25 Miataôs in 
the gaggle?? Yes, we have had as many as 25 
Miataôs travelling as a single gaggle unit going to 
Mantua Poppy Fields. (Wow thanks Mike and 
Lynn). This middle position might be discussed 
at the drivers meeting prior to the road trip.  

(Continued on page 9) 
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(continued from page 8) 

The question of a license for our FRS radios comes up occasionally. Here is a brief definition of FRS radio use. You 
might have to read before and after the underlining. 

The Family Radio Service (FRS) is a private two-way, very short distance voice and data communications service for facilitating 
family and group activities.  The most common use for FRS channels is short-distance, two-way voice communications using 
small hand-held radios that are similar to walkie-talkiesé.  Background: The FRS is authorized 14 channels, some of which 
are shared with General Mobile Service (GMRS). Licensing: FRS is licensed by rule. This means an individual license is not re-
quired to operate an FRS radio provide you comply with the  rules.  You may operate an FRS radio regardless of your age, and 
for personal or for business use if you are not a representative of a foreign government.  Channels: There are 14 FRS chan-
nels. Each channel has a bandwidth of 12.5 kHz. Seven of the channels (1-7) are shared with GMRS, so you may hear commu-
nications from GMRS station on these channels. The other seven channels  are ñFRS-onlyò channels. Operating a FRS unit: 
You can operate a FRS transmitter at any place where the FCC regulates radio communications, subject to certain limitations. A 
FRS transmitter may not be modified and must be certified by the FCC. 

I hope this inspires everyone to at least try to practice good radio etiquette which also leads to better gaggle control 

by lead and to always enjoy éé. ZOOMéé.. ZOOMéé..  ñOH SH*T LEAD IôM OUT OF GAS!!!!!ò 

Remember to check your tire pressure because AIR is what you are really driving on. 

 

Reminder: Grand Canyon Tour June 24th ï 29th, 2022 By: Roger Heath 

This will be a two part trip split into three days each. You can do only one part 

or combine them into a single long tour. Part 1 visits the north rim of the 

Grand Canyon while part 2 spends time on the south rim. 

Part 1 (June 24th ï 26th) - On Friday we leave Draper head south via 

Spanish Fork Canyon to Kanab for two nights. On Saturday, June 25th, we 

head to the north rim where you can hike, spend time gazing over the canyon, 

driving to other viewpoints, or all three. If time permits we will leave the can-

yon and drive along the Vermilion Cliffs to the historic Navajo Bridge and 

hopefully catch sight of the California Condors. 

For Kanab I suggest either the Best Western Red Hills or Comfort Suites 

Kanab National Park Area. Both are right across the street from each other.  Sunday, June 26th, for those only doing 

part 1 of the tour it is your time to head home. There is no designated route home as there are multiple ways you can 

go depending if you want scenic or the quickest way home. 

Part 2 (June 26th ï 29th) ï We will begin part 2 and head south out of Kanab towards the north rim again. Rather 

than going to the north rim we will continue on highway 89A, past the Vermilion Cliffs on our way to the south rim 

and Grand Canyon Village. We spend two nights, June 26th and 27th, in Grand Canyon Village.  

Tuesday, June 28th, we begin our trip home. Once again, there is no designated route home. If you like a long drive 

you could head straight home on the 28th or spend another night somewhere in between.  

Lodging goes quick at the South Rim as lodging outside the park is not very convenient. It is highly recommended to 

make reservations as soon as possible if you plan to go or are just a maybe. For the  lodges on the rim reservations 

can be made at grandcanyonlodges.com or by calling 888-297-2757. There seems to be an issue with the website. 

When you enter the dates and click on Check Availability the next page shows all lodges sold out. However if you 

click on the View Calendar link for the lodge you want and scroll to June 2022 you will see the dates with vacancies 

and types of rooms available. You will be charged the first nightôs rate as a deposit but it is fully refundable if you 

cancel at least 48 hours in advance. Currently Bright Angel Lodge is your best value. 

If you prefer to stay at Yavapai lodge you can book at www.visitgrandcanyon.com or by calling 877-404-4611. You 

will be charged the first nightôs rate as a deposit but it is fully refundable if you cancel at least 48 hours in advance. 

 

 



www.utahmiataclub.org                                                                                                                   Page 10   

 
Ragtops to Ridges                      September 2021  

2021 Calendar of Events  
 

September 11th: 2nd weekend due to Labor Day, Monthly lunch and meeting, Refer to page 2, Hank Pond 

October 2nd: Monthly lunch and meeting (Alpine Loop), Refer to page 10, Roxanne & Bret Bagley 

October 9th & 10th: Hagerty Cars & Caffeine car show Utah Motorsports Campus, details on UMC website or 

at: https://speedtour.net/st/?lib=product&pid=622&cat=11 

October 13thð17th: Sun Valley Jazz Festival, Refer to August newsletter, Steve & Ronda Beckstead 

November 6th: Monthly lunch and meeting (TBD), Susan and Mark Vaughn 

December 4th: Holiday Party (Lone Peak Park party room, time TBD / about 5:00 or 5:30 pm) 

January 8th: Monthly lunch and meeting (TBDðpossible movie) 

February 5th: Monthly lunch and meeting (TBDðpossible stain glass art studio) Karen Christiansen 

March 5th: Monthly lunch and meeting (TBD) Sue and Brian Christiansen 

April 2nd: Monthly lunch and meeting (TBD) Mark and Susan Vaughn 

April 18ð22nd: Tentative Canyon de Chelly / New Mexico Adventure, Mark and Susan Vaughn 

May 7th: Monthly lunch and meeting (TBD) Jan and Ken Jaworski 

June 4th: Monthly lunch and meeting (TBD), Steve and Ronda Beckstead 

June 24ï 26: Kanab / North Rim of the Grand Canyon / Optional South Rim, Roger Heath 

July 7-10th: Tentative Explore Oregon Adventure, refer to link on UMC webpage 

July 16th: Summer picnic, Elections & Planning Meeting 

 

Tickler for October Meeting & Drive (Alpine Loop) By: Roxanne Bagley 

Lunch meeting at Heritage Park in Highland. Then we head up American Fork Canyon to Cascade Springs, over into 

Midway, down Provo Canyon to Sundance, Alpine Loop, and then back through the American 

Fork Canyon into Lehi. We can in-

clude Cars and Coffee at Traverse 

Mountain Outlets first if anyone 

wants to do that before Lunch and 

the Drive. We would meet at 9am in 

the Purple Mattress parking lot and 

then explore the car show before 

meeting at Heritage Park for lunch 

at 11:30 am.   

Final details (addresses for Purple Mattress and Heritage Park) will be in the next newsletter.  

 

2022 Calendar of Events  



www.utahmiataclub.org                                                                                                                   Page 11   

 
Ragtops to Ridges                      September 2021  

Some old memories, some new memories, all of them CRAZY FUN!  

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

                            


