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The Convertible Chronicles of the Utah Miata Club 

    
 

From the Top Down     by Robert Olsen 

¢ƘŜ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅ ǎŜŀǎƻƴ ƛǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǊƴŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ōŜǧŜǊ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ƪƛŎƪ ƻũ 
ǘƘŜ нлнр /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ǎǇƛǊƛǘ ǘƘŀƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ¦ǘŀƘ aƛŀǘŀ /ƭǳōΩǎ ŦŜǎǝǾŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ 
5ƛƴƴŜǊ ŀǘ 9Řƛǎƻƴ {ǘǊŜŜǘ 9ǾŜƴǘǎΚ !ǎ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ ƭƛƎƘǘǎ ǘǿƛƴƪƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŀƛǊ Ŭƭƭǎ 
ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŀǘ ǳƴƳƛǎǘŀƪŀōƭŜ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅ ŎƘŜŜǊΣ Ŏƭǳō ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƎŀǘƘŜǊ 
ŦƻǊ ŀƴ ǳƴŦƻǊƎŜǧŀōƭŜ ƴƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ƭŀǳƎƘǘŜǊΣ ƎƻƻŘ ŦƻƻŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƳŀǊŀŘŜǊƛŜ ǘƘŀǘ 
ƳŀƪŜǎ ǘƘŜ aƛŀǘŀ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǎƻ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭΦ 

¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŘƛƴƴŜǊ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ŦŜŀǎǘ ǘƻ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊΦ DǳŜǎǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŜƴƧƻȅ ŀ ƭƻǾŜƭȅ ƳŜŀƭ ŦŜŀǘǳǊƛƴƎ 
ǘŜƴŘŜǊ Ǌƻŀǎǘ ōŜŜŦ ŀƴŘ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘƭȅ ǎŜŀǎƻƴŜŘ ǎǘǳũŜŘ ŎƘƛŎƪŜƴΣ ŀŎŎƻƳǇŀƴƛŜŘ ōȅ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǘǊƛƳƳƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŀǘ 
ƳŀƪŜ ŀ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ŘƛƴƴŜǊ ŦŜŜƭ ƭƛƪŜ ƘƻƳŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ŀǊƻƳŀ ŀƭƻƴŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƻŘ ŦƻǊ ŀƴ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ ŬƭƭŜŘ 
ǿƛǘƘ ǿŀǊƳǘƘ ŀƴŘ ƧƻȅΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜ ŜƭŜƎŀƴǘ ŀǘƳƻǎǇƘŜǊŜ ƻŦ 9Řƛǎƻƴ {ǘǊŜŜǘ 9ǾŜƴǘǎ ŀŘŘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŜȄǘǊŀ ǘƻǳŎƘ 
ƻŦ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅ ǎǇŀǊƪƭŜΦ 

hŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ ƴƻ ¦ǘŀƘ aƛŀǘŀ /ƭǳō /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǝƻƴ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ {ǘŜǾŜ .ŜŎƪπ
ǎǘŜŀŘΩǎ ƭŜƎŜƴŘŀǊȅ ²ƘƛǘŜ 9ƭŜǇƘŀƴǘ ƎƛƊ ŜȄŎƘŀƴƎŜΦ LǘΩǎ ŀ ǘǊŀŘƛǝƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ Ƙŀǎ ǘŀƪŜƴ ƻƴ ƴŜŀǊ-ƳȅǘƘƛŎŀƭ 
ǎǘŀǘǳǎ ŀƳƻƴƎ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎτŀ ōƭŜƴŘ ƻŦ ŦǊƛŜƴŘƭȅ ƳƛǎŎƘƛŜŦΣ ƎƻƻŘ-ƴŀǘǳǊŜŘ ŎƻƳǇŜǝǝƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǇƭŜƴǘȅ ƻŦ 
ƭŀǳƎƘǘŜǊΦ CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎƛƴƎƭȅ ǳǎŜŦǳƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǳǧŜǊƭȅ ǊƛŘƛŎǳƭƻǳǎΣ ǘƘŜ ƎƛƊǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƎǳŀǊŀƴǘŜŜ ǇƭŜƴǘȅ ƻŦ 
ǎƳƛƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƳŀȅōŜ ŀ ŦŜǿ ǇƭŀȅŦǳƭ ƎǊƻŀƴǎΦ LǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ŧǳƴ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ ǊŜƳƛƴŘŜǊ ƻŦ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘƛǎ 
ƎǊƻǳǇ ǘǳǊƴǎ ŜǾŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƳǇƭŜǎǘ ƳƻƳŜƴǘǎ ƛƴǘƻ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭΦ 

.ŜȅƻƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ ŦŜǎǝǾƛǝŜǎΣ ǘƘƛǎ ƎŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ Ƨǳǎǘ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǝƻƴτƛǘΩǎ 
ŀōƻǳǘ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǝƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅǎ ƻũŜǊ ŀ ǊŀǊŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǎƭƻǿ ŘƻǿƴΣ ŎŀǘŎƘ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ ƻƭŘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΣ 
ŀƴŘ ǎƘŀǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ƨƻȅ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻƳŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ōŜƛƴƎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŀ ŎƭƻǎŜ-ƪƴƛǘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ /ƻƴǾŜǊǎŀǝƻƴǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǎǇŀǊƪƭŜ 
ƭƛƪŜ ǝƴǎŜƭΣ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ŘǊƛǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ Ƴƻǳƴǘŀƛƴ ŎǊǳƛǎŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǊŜǘƻƭŘΣ ŀƴŘ ƴŜǿ ƳŜƳƻǊƛŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ 
ƳŀŘŜ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŘƛƴƴŜǊ ǘŀōƭŜΦ 

!ǎ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ ǳƴŦƻƭŘǎ ŀƴŘ ƭŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ Ŭƭƭǎ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƻƳΣ ǘƘŜ ¦ǘŀƘ aƛŀǘŀ /ƭǳōΩǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ 5ƛƴƴŜǊ ǿƛƭƭ ƻƴŎŜ 
ŀƎŀƛƴ ǊŜƳƛƴŘ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǎƻƴ ƛǎƴΩǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ƭƛƎƘǘǎ ƻǊ ƎƛƊǎτƛǘΩǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎƘƛǇΣ ǘǊŀŘƛǝƻƴΣ 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ Ƨƻȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘ ŀƴŘ ƭƛŦŜΩǎ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŦŜǎǝǾŜ ŜǾŜƴǘ ƳŀǊƪǎ ǘƘŜ ƻŶŎƛŀƭ ǎǘŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
нлнр /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ǎǇƛǊƛǘΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǾŜ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǎƳƛƭƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ƘƻƳŜΣ ǘƻǇ Řƻǿƴ ƻǊ ƴƻǘΦ 

Hereôs to good food, great friends, and another wonderful year with the Utah Miata 
ClubðMerry Christmas to all, and Zoom-Zoom to all a good night! 
 
Robert 
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Be sure to support our local Mazda Dealership   

BOUNTIFUL MAZDA  for a New or Used Car 

and for your Service and Parts.  (801) 397-2277 

   Utah Miata Club Christmas Holiday Party 

        When:   Saturday 13 Dec 2025, 6:00 PM                                          

        Where: Edison Street Events 

  3331 South Edison Street   Salt Lake City UT 84115 
Note: There is no left turn onto Edison Street from 3300 South Street.  Edison Street is about a 

half block east of State Street, across from the CenturyTheaters. Plan your route accordingly. 

We must provide the final count to the venue by Saturday Dec. 6, 2025.   We have 47 members 

booked.  Also you are welcome and invite and pay for family members or close friends to attend.                              

If you have not made your reservations book today!   

The evening includes a Social Hourð6:00 PM to 7:00 PMðwith setups, soft drinks and juices 

served from the in-house bar. You must bring your own ñadult beverages,ò should that be your 

desire, and it is required that they be served by the bar. (Please do not drive impaired.)           

The party will also feature the annual white-elephant gift exchange.  One gift per person.  

A description and rules for the ñYankee Swapò White Elephant Gift Exchange are on Page 3 of 

this newsletter. Please familiarize yourself with these instructions. 

The all-inclusive price of the dinner is $35 per person, $70 per couple, with a 50-person minimum. To attend you 

must pay for dinner in advance, by sending monies payable to the Utah Miata Club. Please see the Membership 

Dues Reminder section on top of Pg. 4 of the news-

letter for the different ways you may pay the club. 

The pre-selected dinner buffet includes: Chicken 

Breast stuffed with broccoli and cheese, Roast Beef, 

Five different Salads, Mashed potatoes and gravy,                                                    

Green beans and punch and water.  
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White Elephant Gift Exchange Rules      by Steve Beckstead 

                                 Yankee Swap Game Rules: 

To avoid confusion this is the White Elephant gift exchange information: 

Gifts should not be too expensive, about $25 tops. Clever and funny gifts are popular! All Participants                                                      

who bring a gift will be given a slot in the ñYankee Swapò.  If a couple wishes to play as one, thatôs fine,                                                     

they just get one pick. 

1. Arrange chairs in a circle and move all the gifts to center of the circle.  

2. Host will send groups to the gift pile to select a gift and return to their seat.  

3. When instructed, everyone OPENS their gift, places it on floor in front of their chair, for all to see.  

4. Host will go around and everyone will ñShow & Tellò what they picked. He will try to be quick, but please LISTEN; this is your 

chance to really see whatôs there.  

5. Time for the ñYankee Swapò (Gifts stay in plain view in front of each person).  

A. Host will pull a ticket from the basket and call the number  

B. That person may keep their gift OR swap their gift with ANY OTHER GIFT                                                             

(Each gift may only be swapped twice to keep things moving).  

1. The player has 1 minute to make the swap.  Tickets are called once.  

2. This round is over. The person whose gift was taken does NOT ñre-swapò and keeps the gift they were given.  

3. Host calls the next number. (Repeated until all tickets drawn).  

6. Once all the tickets have been drawn, the ñYankee Swapò is over, and you keep the gift you have! Yesðthose that 

have their ticket drawn last will have an advantage for the best pick, but we all had an equal chance of a later pick.  
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New Members 

Birthdays / Memberships 

Attention: New Membership Dues Reminder 
The Utah Miata Club is a group of friends who promote our common interest in the Mazda MX-5 Miata, by joining in safe, recrea-
tional, and social activities. Your dues permit you to participate in club activities, and to receive the newsletter by email and participate 
on the clubôs Facebook Page. A single membership is $30. for the year, and a dual membership is $40. If your name is among the person-
alized reminders below, at our next activity please hand a checkðpayable to the Utah Miata Clubðto Mike or Kelly Thompson.  If you 
prefer you may mail a check to 2468 E. 1950 N. Layton, UT. 84040. If you have questions Mike may be contacted at 530-521-6675, or by 
email at utahmiataclub@yahoo.com. Payment types accepted for your dues are cash, check, money order or Venmo: username 
@UMCTreas.  Please Renew  your Membership on the Month it is Due!  Thank you!   

 

 

REMOVED FROM ROSTER EXPIRED 

MICHELLE MILLER 30 SEPT 

  

Club Officers July 2025ð2026 

President: Robert Olsen  Vice President: Michael Bailey  Secretary: Kelly Thompson  Treasurer: Michael Thompson 

         Directors: Gordon Nicholl, Valerie Francis, David Scheurer     Newsletter Editor: Michael Bailey   

KATHY NIELSEN DEC 2 

MIKE BAILEY DEC 6 

DOROTHY BOWERS DEC 6 

HILLARY VREDEVELD DEC 7 

ALI BAZZAZ DEC 11 

STEPHANIE VISNAW DEC 11 

ROBERT MECHLING DEC 12 

SUE KIISEL DEC 14 

GORDY NICHOLL DEC 15 

DEB MOON DEC 19 

DeNISE WILLIAMS DEC 21 

KATHY KANKAINEN DEC 22 

SCOTT CEDERLOF DEC 28 

DaNETTE DAVIS DEC 30 

RYAN McGEE DEC 30 

 Memberships Expiring  / Renew Now 

                         NAME  YEAR             COLOR 

         bhb9   

Expiring Soon: $35 Dual -$25 Single /Renew Now 

NAME EXPIRED 

ROBERT & VICTORIA 
HANSHEW 

31 OCT 

JAMES & LAUREN JOLLY 31 OCT 

BRUCE SIMON & MICHELLE  
WESTOVER 

31  OCT 

SCOTT HADLEY 30  NOV 

NAME EXPIRED 

JOANN JACOBSON-WELLS 12/31/2025 

JOE LEVERICH 12/31/2025 

MARK MIDGLEY 12/31/2025 

BRENT PALMER 12/31/2025 
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                      January Luncheon & Activity   by Mike Bailey 

When: Saturday, January 10, 2026   Lunch & Movie (Movie time: TBD) 

Luncheon:  Red Robin Restaurant   801-266-9410                                                           

Address: 316 E. Winchester (6400 S.)  Murray, Utah 84107                         

Movie: ñWicked; For Goodò at Megaplex: Jordan Commons; Sandy.  

 

 

 

We will meet at 11:00 a.m. at the Murray Red Robin Restaurant in the private dining room on north side.  

Order off the menu.  We will conduct our monthly meeting and discussion of club business and outline the 

next few months for winter and spring activities.  Any discussion or recommendations from our members 

is welcome and appreciated on anything you would be interested in doing during the colder months. 

We have planned to see the sequel to the movie we saw last January 2024; 

ñWicked: For Goodò  The movie show time will be determined in January and 

hopefully before the January newsletter. If not, we will also post more info on 

our FB page.  As of this writing, the Megaplex at Jordan Commons does not 

have the times of the movie or the theaters it will be shown in yet.  They are 

telling me this information will not be available until the first of the year and 

they will contact me first week in January.  We prefer, as a club, to not pur-

chase everyoneôs tickets but rather have each person purchase their own tick-

et and refreshments (if desired).  I am assuming their will be a variety of seats 

available from standard to luxury depending on theater we will be in.  Pricing 

will be standard seat pricing for regular or senior persons.  If the group attend-

ing prefers to see another movie then we can make a change or adjustment.  

Some photo characters from original Wizard of Oz and also characters from        

Wicked I & 2. 
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 Utah Miata Club Helpful Hints for Drive Leaders / Sweeps / Participants 

                                                   by Mike Bailey 

Drive Leaders: 

Have a drivers meeting before starting the drive and review: 

The route, general directions, and stops along the route. 

Remind everyone to turn on FRS radios and channel used 

(5.5). 

If someone does not have a radio, place them towards the front of the group. 

Invite or elect a sweep car (Miata that will be last car on the drive).  Usually a sweep will also pull out  

onto the road and hold OTM traffic back until our group pulls out. 

If there are lots of cars (over 10), we will have a person in the middle (with a radio) to pass information 

back to rest of the group.  

It is important that everyone pulls out at the SAME time when leader instructs group to pull out. This 

saves the group a lot of time and confusion when pulling out from a standing stop. 

When planning the route incorporate right hand turns instead of left hand turns whenever possible. 

If possible, pre-test your drive for timing and road conditions. (Can also use Google Maps to calculate drive 

times and road conditions.) 

When planning the route (or during the drive) look for safe areas to regroup in case the group gets separated. 

If you need to pull over to regroup make sure the pull off area will accommodate the entire group. 

When reentering the road from a pull out, wait for Sweep to confirm that it is safe to pull out. (See note above 

about the group pulling out at the same time).  

For longer drives, plan a pit stop about every 1 İ  - 2 hours, especially during the first leg of the drive.   

Alternately, via radio, call out upcoming pit stop areas and request feedback if anyone needs to stop.  

Call out items that may impact the group; rocks or any obstructions in the road, or cattle, bicyclists and people 

on the edge of the road such as runners, etc. 

Drive Sweep: 

Inform the Drive Leader if the group gets separated. 

If the group has pulled over to regroup, inform everyone when it is clear for the entire group to pull back onto the 

road. 

The Sweep car pulls out first when pulling back onto the road, with everyone else pulling out at the same time. 

All drive Participants: 

Arrive with a full tank of gas especially for longer drives. 

Bring a FRS radio. Set radio to Channel 5.5. 

Listen for directions, warnings, possible stops. 

Notify Drive Leader if you are leaving the drive early. 

Pull out as a group when the Sweep confirms it is safe to pull out from a regrouping stop. 

Utilize double left hand turn lanes to help ensue all cars get through a green left hand turn light, then merge 

back into a single lane.  On all longer drives we will generally have several rest stops along the way and usu-

ally a place to have lunch or snacks if the drive is a longer drive.                                                                       

If anyone needs to return home early or leave early, please let the drive leader know this or mention it at one of 

the breaks along the road.   Be sure to HAVE FUN and to BE SAFE! 
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                                 Helpful Hints for the care of your MX-5 Miata 
 
Now that your Miata is stored for the winter months, here are a couple of tips to keep it tip top and ready to roll in the 
spring: 
                                                                AGM Battery Maintenance 
  
The early and some later models of Miatas have an Absorption Glass Mat, (AGM) battery in the trunk or under the 
hood. This is a sealed battery, not to be confused with the standard, vented, wet cell batteries found on most other 
vehicles. In order to keep it fully charged during the winter months, it is recommended that you put a battery tender 
charger on the battery, and charge or maintain it using no more than 2 amps. Any higher amperage and that will 
cook the AGM battery. No need to worry about off gassing as there is no vent tube on the AGM battery.  Itôs good 
practice to check your battery condition several times a year. 
 
                           Tire Maintenance and particularly your spare tire (if you have one) 
  
When was the last time you checked your spare tire for proper tire pressure. I know the newer model Miata's don't 
carry a spare, but the earlier models have one in the trunk. The spare is smaller than your stock tire, so it requires 
higher tire pressure, to hold the weight of the car in an emergency. The recommended tire pressure is 65 psi. Now is 
a good time to check it, but especially just before going on a several day road trip or a long drive.  Check your tire 
pressure and tires regularly for any nails, damage, incorrect wear or anything that may detect any issue.  You donôt 
want to be on a road trip and have a tire problem . 
  
Keep the rubber side down;      
By Kent Housley (originally posted from February 2010) 

 

 

                                                         Miata Tips by Gordy Nicholl    
1. After your Miata has been parked in the garage for a length of time, be sure to check the air level in all four tires 
before driving.  Check the oil level as well as other fluids (brake, power steering, window washer fluid, etc.)  Also  
it is a good idea to put some fuel óstabilizerô in your gas tank when storing vehicle for the winter. 

2. Put a couple ounces of Injector Cleaner in the gas tank every couple of months and you will be cleaning the in-
jectors and increasing your engineôs performance.  It will also improve your mileage.  There are several brands  
at the auto parts stores to choose from. 

3. How often do your need to charge the battery when your car sits in the garage?  If your car is not used regularly 
simply put a trickle charger on the battery for at least two days per month. 

4. Key Fobs: They are expensive if you lose one.  Put your name and phone number on them so if   
      lost someone can call you if they find it.  
5. Insurance Tip: Some insurance companies allow you to just keep Liability or Comprehensive insurance on your  
      Vehicle if stored for the winter and you are not driving it.          
 
Editorôs Note:  I have been doing this for years with my Miatas however this year Utah passed a law that they are 
not allowing this practice anymore.  Check with your insurance company if they allow it.   

Miata Tidbits       
by Mike Bailey  

 

Newsworthy Items from UMC Members 
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Bryce Canyon ñStarry Nightò Presentation                                                                                     
Sunday-Monday, June 14-15, 2026 

by Ken Jaworski 
 
To those of you that wanted to go to Bryce Canyon National Park at the summer member's meet-
ing, here are the dates (dictated by mother nature and the park service) 
 
When: Depart Saturday June 13, 2026 to arrive for the STARRY NIGHT PRESENTATION, visit 
Bryce and the local area Sunday June 14, 2026, RTB Monday June 15, 2026........ 
 
Bryce Canyon will present "DARK RANGER PROGRAM" on Saturday night weather permitting.  
Here is a quick article for STARRY Night: 
" High elevation, clean dry air, and lack of light pollution make Bryce Canyon one of                                                                                                      
Earth's darkest places. With our Dark Rangers' help, Bryce Canyon offers you ultimate                                                
stargazing. High-quality darkness is ablaze with starlight. On a moonless night the                                                                          
Milky Way looks like a huge silvery rainbow from horizon to horizon. Venus and                                                                                 
Jupiter are so bright they create shadows. 
Powerful telescopes reveal the new stars inside nursery nebulae, shock waves from                                                                       
exploded stars, and ancient globular clusters that seem like diamonds on black vel-                                                       
vet. Millions of light years beyond, but reached by our telescopes, other galaxies of                                                                           
all shapes and sizes inspire the imagination. Making the most of a bright full moon,                                                 our 
Dark Rangers offer guided night hikes among the moonlit hoodoos. Bryce Canyon is                                                                           
the perfect place to see why astronomy fascinates so many people. Use our website to                                                        
plan your stellar visit." 
 
I'm working on this event, but am hampered by Bryce Canyon N.P. because they have not posted their 2026 Calendar. 
I will be publishing details when I am able to obtain them. BUT!!!! Lodging seems to be the most current crucial detail 
right now. Please see the charts currently on our clubôs FB page that offer lodging at Bryce Canyon NP or near it. This 
was copied from "Travel Guide, Brycecanyoncountry.com" dated 2022. When Robert/Sharon Mechling texted me, 
they were pricing rooms and were told there were none available. Jan quickly got on the phone using our Worldwide 
Best Western Reservation Card and she got our reservations $$$.   
 
Note from Editor:  I will try and get a block of rooms at either the Best Western Bryce Canyon Inn or Rubyôs Inn as I 
have past connections with them for discounted rooms.  Will let everyone know on this as soon as I can find out infor-
mation once the dates for this event are confirmed and final.  Put this event on your calendar if you want to attend and 
be sure to book your room early for best availability. If you book your room then you will be set but can also change it 
later if I am able to get a better price on the rooms. Thank you, Mike. 

http://brycecanyoncountry.com/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExdTNUaWxObVZIYm1SelVJNnNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR7PCVSnjN1a4BN6jqNW_F6sRydYGC8K93GuljtdzW7YwA192IqQoy5d8S9e6A_aem_R2Q9U9mDu4BfFKlQH-SsZg
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                                    Anniversary  Pins      by Mike Bailey 

 

 

Coming up in January is the start of the new year and it means that the Utah Miata Club will start issuing Anniversary 

pins to those members who have earned them.  For new club members this program has been going on in our club 

for almost ten years.  Each year we award club members who have been members of the club an ñAnniversaryò pin 

for the number of consecutive years they have been members of the club.  Pins are awarded after the following 

years: Three, Five, Ten, Fifteen and after 20 years a Lifetime Pin is awarded.  These are very nice pins composed of 

various different metal types; ie: copper, silver, nickel, bronze, and gold.  Several have a white background and oth-

ers are composed of the metal alloys.  The year number in on the bottom.   

In the beginning we had a 20 Year Pin and a 25 Year Pin but since about 2020 we dropped those two pins and in-

stead came up with the óLifetimeô Pin.  Members can choose to wear them on their clothing like a shirt or hat.  Some 

have put them on a banner or just keep them at home with other Utah Miata Club related logo items.   

In the beginning we passed out the anniversary pins on the month of the memberôs anniversary that they joined the 

club.  The past several years Iôve been getting them ready to pass them out at the beginning of the new year.  I will 

be making up a list this month for all members who will be eligible to receive their anniversary pins.  You can get 

them from me at any club meeting or luncheon as I usually have them with me.  If you have any questions about 

these pins please donôt hesitate to ask me about them.  I donôt know of any Miata club has Anniversary pins like ours. 

Club Membership Decals:   

We have complimentary club membership decals for any new or existing members that may 

want or need one.  These are permanent window sticker decals.  Once applied, they cannot be 

removed.  Be sure to place them exactly where you want them on the inside of one of your wing 

windows or windshield.  Just ask me for one at any of the club meetings.   

 

 

35th Anniversary Pins and Decal Stickers:  I am currently working on a new 

pin for the club as in mid-2026 will be the clubôs 35th Anniversary year that the Utah 

Miata Club was formed and established.  We have had a new ñAnniversaryò logo 

that features various aspects of the Utah Miata Club since our 5th anniversary in 

the year 1996.  Below are copies of several of our club anniversary milestone logos which were made into sticker de-

cals and/or pins.  I will have the 35th Anniversary logo done sometime next month.  Of course, it will feature the 35th 

Anniversary Special Edition Miata on it and some other past elements.  
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                        Best Drink for our Miatas       by Dave Scheurer 

We all love our cars right? We baby them, wash and wax them, tuck them in for the winter, and give them the 

best TLC we can. Then why not give them the best fuel to keep them running at tip-top shape? All too often 

we shove less-than-optimal gas down their throats because itôs the most convenient, or the cheapest, or 

weôve got a rewards plan. But in the long run, itôs hurting the heart of our cars ï the engine.  

Instead, consider using Top Tier approved gas.  Started in 2004 as a collaboration effort by several major car 

makers (and since joined by many more), Top Tier became a standard for fuel quality as they felt that the EPA 

standard for quality and detergent levels wasnôt sufficient for todayôs engines. Detergent, or additives, are 

good things that help keep carbon deposits from gumming up our engines and losing power.  

For our part of the country, hereôs a list of the popular Top Tier gas stations:  

76, Arco, Chevron, Citgo, Conoco, Costco, Samôs Club, Exxon, Holiday, Marathon, Mobil, Phillips 66, Shamrock, Shell, Sinclair, 

Texaco. 

Yes, Top Tier approved gas can cost a little more, but over the long haul, itôs better for our cars for engine life, emissions, and 

fuel economy. 

Your car will thank you! 

For more info, visit www.toptiergas.com. 

    Zenger & Friends Present: A NATIVITY EXPERIENCE:  SON of GOD LOVEôS PURE LIGHT  

Midway Creche Exhibit 2025  Location: 8 Altamont Drive,         

Midway, Utah   FREE ADMISSION but appt. time preferred. 

If you want to see a collection of the best Nativity displays that you will ev-

er see, you will want to go to the home of Holly and Jack Zenger located in 

Midway, Utah.  Each year they feature in their home 500 + original Nativity 

displays from all over the world of their collection of over 1,000 and up to 2,000 displays 

that they own.  Admission is FREE  but you should make an appointment.  Displays run 

from the following dates:   December 5-8,  December 12-15,  December 19-21.   

Time is from 1:00 ï7:00 PM.  (Midway City Center is also having a display) 

Lynn and I went there last year and just walked in and it was so very awesome. Photos are al-

lowed if you like.  For more information and an appointed window time contact the Zengers at: 

zengercreche@gmail.com.   
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                    Enjoy these photos of Utah Miata Clubôs December Birthdays  

      SUE KIISEL                                                                                                                                               GORDON NICHOLL                                         

   MICHAEL BAILEY            DOROTHY BOWERS    HILLARY VREDEVELD           ALI BAZZAZ              ROBERT MECHLING 
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         Photos not Available: Danette Davis                      Photos Below of Birthday Members                                       

  DEBBIE MOON                  LUZ WARNER                DENISE WILLIAMS        KATHY KANKAINEN             RYAN MCGEE 
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     Miata Swag / Apparel, Car Club Magnets   by Mike Bailey                                                                                        

 Itôs club Jacket time as the weather gets cooler.  We have official Utah Miata Club 

Jackets with several options depending on what you like.  Or you can have the Club 

Logo (Official logo or Mountains Logo with color of your Miata) on them.  If you like you 

can provide your own jacket for embroidery of the logo on it.  Several colors to choose 

from.  Most come with or without a concealed hood.  Jackets have a nice lining in them. They fit neat-

ly behind your seats. Contact me by preferably email mike@mikebaileyprinting.com or by text at 801-597-1456.  

 

 

 

 

 

Jackets, Sweatshirts (all styles) pull-over hoodies, crew neck, 1/4 zip, full zip with pockets.  Denim Shirts, T-Shirts, 

Ball Caps both soft (unstructured) and structured.  Your choice of club Logos.   

Knit Hats-great for the winter.  MX-5 Embroidered on them.  $20.00-$25.00 depend-

ing on style/ brand. These are great for the fall or winter and even 

spring weather.  

 ñLong Live the Roadsterò Polo Shirts in most colors.  Also  can 

make them in T-Shirts in any color. Miatatude Shirts in any colors. 

 

 

 

 

 

                

Club Magnets:  Official Club Magnets or Mountains Logo Magnets with color of your Miata on them.                                      

Miata Support Vehicle Car Magnets are now available!    

 

UMC CAR MAGNETS: $25.00 / PAIR        
OFFICIAL OR MOUNTAINS LOGO 
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    MIATA SUPPORT VEHICLE CAR MAGNETS 

    New Magnets feature the Official Utah Miata 

Club Logo on them.  Same 6.5ò Round Size    $25.00 / Set of 2 

NEW

Ball Caps:  Standard Structured or Soft Caps for ladies & men.  

Many colors to choose from: $20.00 Each.  NEW! UMC Mountains 

Logo with 30,000 embroidered stitches:  $25.00, Regularly $30.00.  

Official Logo: or Long Live the Roadster Logo:$20.00 each!  La-

dies ñMiata Hairò soft Caps. $20.00.  Close out Hats: $15.00 
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January 10th:  Luncheon 11:00, Movie: Time (TBD):  See Pg. 5 NL: Mike & Lynn Bailey 

February 7th:  Play: Time & Play (TBD):  Robert Olsen 

March 14th:  Antelope Island Drive: Luncheon Place, Time (TBD):  Gordy & Jackie Nicholl 

April 11th:  Luncheon & Drive (TBD): 11:30;  Ty & Sue Kiisel 

May 9th:  Luncheon (TBD) 11:30; Drive Alpine Loop Drive: Mike & Lynn Bailey 

June 13th:  Luncheon & Drive (TBD): 11:30;  Steve & Ronda Beckstead 

June 14-15:  Dark Sky Observation /Starry Night; Bryce Canyon : See Pg. 8 NL:                                                

                      Photography: Ken Jaworski & Robert Mechling 

July 18th:  Annual Picnic & Business Meeting: Time & Place (TBD):  UMC Board 

August 9th:  Mt. Nebo Loop Drive: Luncheon (TBD): Mike & Kelly Thompson 

September 12th:  Need Location & Member to Suggest and/or Plan. 

October 10th: Need Location & Member to Suggest and/or Plan.  

November 14th: Need Location & Member to Suggest and/or Plan.    

December 12th: Annual Christmas Party: Time & Place (TBD): UMC Board                                                          

        PLEASE LET US KNOW IF YOU WANT TO PLAN OR LEAD A DRIVE OR ACTIVITY! 

 

 

        

2025 Calendar of Events  

 

 

 

Editorôs Message; Weôd like to have UMC members come up with some ideas for possible places for monthly 

luncheons and drives for our 2025 Calendar.  Refer to open spots on above calendar. You can just suggest, 

plan it and/or lead it. On lunch places we prefer somewhere with a private room or area so we can conduct our 

monthly meeting.  Also we need to be able to pay for lunch by couples instead of a group.  Also please let us 

know of some local drives or places youôd like to see or visit.  We also like to do a few óovernightersô or weekend 

trips.  Please send your ideas to either the President or another officer or director or to me, the Newsletter Editor.   

We hope that all members will be active in club activities.  This is YOUR CLUB so please help us with plan. 

December 13th: Christmas Party: Edison Events; Time 6:00 PM; See Pg. 2 NL:UMC Board  

December 25th: Merry Christmas & Happy Holidays; UMC Board of Directors                                                              

2026 Calendar of Events  
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   CANDID CAMERA PHOTOS OF THE  UTAH MIATA CLUB  MEMBERS.   SEND ME YOUR FAVORITE      

PHOTOS OF ANY MEMBERS TO INCLUDE HERE.  THANK YOU FOR LETTING US TAKE YOUR PHOTO!           

TRY TO GUESS WHEN AND WHERE THESE PHOTOS WERE TAKEN 

       MIATAS IN MOAB I_2003           GEORGE CHASE-NEW HAMPSHIRE           MIATA DRIVE-BOUNTIFUL PARK- 2011 

AREA 51-ROSWELL,NEW MEXICO        MIATAS IN MOAB IV RECON -APRIL 2010                NUBBLE LIGHTHOUSE-2019 


