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The Convertible Chronicles of the Utah Miata Club 

    
 

 

From the Top Down       by Robert Olsen 

April is the month when many drivers start looking forward to long-
er days, warmer weather, and the return of top-down drives. For 
owners of the Mazda MX-5 Miata, itôs the perfect time to get your 
car ready for what can feel like a season of ñtake off.ò After a long 
winter, giving your Miata a little attention in April can make all the 
difference when the open road starts calling.  

The first step is a good spring cleaning. Winter roads often leave 
behind dirt, salt, and grime that can build up on the car. A thorough 
wash, including the undercarriage, helps remove any leftover salt that could cause 
corrosion. After washing, applying a fresh coat of wax will protect the paint and 
make that Miata shine in the spring sunlight. Donôt forget the interiorðvacuum the 
carpets, wipe down the dashboard, and clean the seats so the car feels fresh the 
moment you climb in. 

 
Next, check the tires. Cold winter temperatures can cause tire pressure to drop, so 
itôs important to make sure they are properly inflated. Look for any signs of uneven 
wear or damage as well. If you switched to winter tires earlier in the season, April is 
often a good time to reinstall your summer or all-season tires so your Miata handles 
the way it was designed to. 
 

Fluids are another key part of getting ready for the driving season. Check your en-
gine oil, coolant, brake fluid, and windshield washer fluid. Topping off or changing 
fluids as needed will keep everything running smoothly. Since the Mazda MX-5 Mi-
ata is known for its responsive driving feel, maintaining these basics helps ensure 
that every twist and turn of the road feels just right. 
 

The battery also deserves a quick inspection. If your Miata sat unused during colder 
months, the battery may have lost some charge. Make sure the connections are 
clean and tight, and test the battery if youôre unsure about its condition. 
 

April is also a great time to inspect the convertible top. Whether you have a soft top 
or a retractable hardtop, check for wear, small tears, or debris caught in the seals. 
Cleaning and protecting the top can help keep it looking great and working smoothly 
all season long. 
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Finally, plan your first real drive of the season. Pick a scenic road, invite a few friends with their own Miatas, and en-
joy the feeling that only a lightweight roadster can deliver. With a little preparation in April, your Miata will be ready 
for ñtake offò into months of sunshine, winding roads, and unforgettable drives.      Thanks, Robert 

Forgotten Miatas-Pg.9 5¦h-млм aL!¢! 
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                            April Luncheon and Drive    by Ty Kiisel 

When / Where: Saturday, April 11th  Garyôs Asian Bistro  Time: 11:30 AM.                           
Address: 3977 South Wasatch Blvd., Salt Lake City, Utah 84121  Phone: 385-799-2788 

This is a new restaurant we have not been to as a club. We will have our monthly meeting 
and discussions.  After lunch if the weather is nice we will take a drive on the Wasatch 
Front.  We plan to drive along Foothill Blvd. and go up Emigration Canyon to Mountain 
Dell Reservoir and then over to I-80 and take I-40 thru Heber City and down Provo Can-
yon Road.  The drive will officially end at the Provo Canyon Road and 800 North Street in 
Orem and from there everyone can find their own way home.  

 

 

  Be sure to support our local Mazda Dealership   

BOUNTIFUL MAZDA  for a New or Used Car and 

for your Service and Parts.  (801) 397-2277 

 



www.utahmiataclub.org                                                                                                                   Page 3   

 

                               May 2026 Luncheon & Drive    by Mike Bailey 

When:  Saturday, May 9, 2026.   Time: 11:30 AM. 

Place:  Luncheon at Sizzler Steak House. 9000 South State St, Sandy, UT.  We will 
meet in the private dining room.   Phone: 801-566-8021 

We will have our monthly lunch and meeting to discuss club business and upcoming events.  After 
lunch we will line up our Miatas in the parking lot and proceed down I-15 from 90th South and go 
to the exit for American Fork Canyon at Highland and Alpine.   

Drive:  Alpine Loop Drive up American Fork Canyon.  We will continue the drive to Sundance and 
stop there for a potty break if necessary.  From there we will head down to the Provo Canyon Road.  The drive will 
end at Sundance.  You can choose to travel home via south down Provo Canyon past Bridel Veil Falls and east at 
800 North Street in Orem or you can travel north up the Provo Canyon Road to Heber City and for those going north. 
Photos from past canyon drives in the area. 

 

Ragtops to Ridges                             April 2026  
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New Members 

Birthdays / Memberships 

Attention: New Membership Dues Reminder 
The Utah Miata Club is a group of friends who promote our common interest in the Mazda MX-5 Miata, by joining in safe, recrea-
tional, and social activities. Your dues permit you to participate in club activities, and to receive the newsletter by email and participate 
on the clubôs Facebook Page. Please note that Expiring Soon column now shows your date ñPaid Thruò. A single membership is $30.00 for 
the year, and a dual membership is $40.00. If your name is among the personalized reminders below, at our next activity please hand a 
checkðpayable to the Utah Miata Clubðto Mike or Kelly Thompson.  If you prefer you may mail a check to 2468 E. 1950 N. Layton, UT. 
84040. If you have questions Mike may be contacted at 530-521-6675, or by email at utahmiataclub@yahoo.com. Payment types accepted 
for your dues are cash, check, money order or Venmo: username @UMCTreas. Please Renew your Membership on the Month its Due!  

 

 

REMOVED FROM ROSTER EXP. 

ANTHONY BROWNING 31 JAN 26 

TREVOR LEE 31 JAN 26 

MIGUEL MALDONADO 31 JAN 26 

BEN MCGEE 31 JAN 26 

RYAN McGEE 31 JAN 26 

ANDREA LOPEZ 01 APR 

BRENT PALMER 03 APR 

DOUG KLUENDER 08 APR 

CHARRISE FERGUSON 10 APR 

SCOTT HARRINGTON 13 APR 

SUSAN VAUGHN 14 APR 

LEON VISNAW 15 APR 

MARK FERGUSON 19 APR 

GARY COLLINGS 21 APR 

JOSEPH FOWLER 25 APR 

SHARON MECHLING 25 APR 

ALEX JOHNSON 25 APR 

LORIENA ORTIZ 26 APR 

ANGIE WHITE 28 APR 

 Memberships Expired / Renew Now 

                         NAME  YEAR        COLOR 

DYLAN JENSEN 2019 CERAMIC RF 

OBRIST LEIJTEN 2010  LIQUID SILVER 

Expiring Soon: $40. Dual- $30 Single / Renew Now 

NAME EXPIRED 

JIM & MARILYN BICKLEY 31 MAR 2026 

ANDY JACKSON 28 FEB 2026 

DOUGLAS KLUENDER 31 MAR 2026 

RYAN & EMMA RICHMAN 28 FEB 2026 

Club Officers July 2025ð2026 

President: Robert Olsen  Vice President:  Mchael 

Bailey  Secretary: Kelly Thompson  Treasurer: 

Michael Thompson    Directors: Gordon Nicholl, 

Valerie Francis, David Scheurer  Web Master: 

Doyle Sturm  Newsletter Editor: Mike Bailey, 

Membership Director: Jackie Nicholl 

NAME PAID THRU 

MIKE & LYNN BAILEY 30 APR 2026 

KAY BARRELL 30 APR 2026 

DAVID & SHERRY BARSKI 30 APR 2026 

GREG & ALLISON BRIDEN 30 APR 2026 

JEFF & KRISTI DURRANT 31 MAY 2026 

SAMUEL & KELLY HART 30 APR 2026 

ALEX & SONJA JOHNSON 31 MAY 2026 

DAVID & NICOLE LANGLIE 31 MAY 2026 

ROBERT OLSEN 31 MAY 2026 

LARRY & CHARLENE PETERSEN 30 APR 2026 

RON STECKLER & STEVE TOBIASON 31 MAY 2026 

MIKE & KELLY THOMPSON 31 MAY 2026 
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WHEN: SATURDAY JUNE 6, 2026; 9:30 AM   MEET IN DRAPER  

DESTINATION: 404 EAST 300 NORTH, MANTI, UTAH CITY PARK 

The ñBig Daddyò Rothôs Rat Fink Reunion will be lots of fun.  We plan to meet at 9:30 a.m. at the 
Harmonôs Grocery store  parking lot off I-15 at 13800 South (which is east of I-15). Members 
should eat breakfast before and/or bring a snack to have on the drive.  Also take a bath-
room break if needed and you can pick up snacks at Harmons. We will have a short 
driverôs meeting and be on the road by 10:00 a.m.  We will probably drive via Sco-
field Reservoir, like we have the past few years which is a scenic drive before arriving in 
Manti around 1:00 pm or earlier, depending on stops.  It is less than a 3 hour drive.   

The paragraph below about this event was taken from the Rat Fink Car Show website about the event.  

ñWe gather once a year to celebrate the life works and talents of Ed ñBig Daddyò Roth. Several Awesome Artists at-

tend the Rat Fink Reunion and share their talents with Car Show Awards, 5K Fun Run Awards and Auction pieces. 

Come watch the artists at work. Have them create your dream designs. They Airbrush and Pinstripe on everything! 

We welcome everyone that has a love for the creations and talents of our ñBIG DADDYò.  

You are welcome to stay as long as you want.  We generally leave around late afternoon for home.  You can take 

your own way home or follow the group when time to leave.  This is a FUN event so hope you will want to attend! 

By Steve Beckstead 

Ragtops to Ridges                             April  2026  
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.   June Bryce Canyon Dark Sky Nights Presentation 
    by Ken Jaworski and Robert Mechling and edited by Mike Bailey  
 
         Attention UMC Members Interested in going to Bryce in June:  
Some new information has come up from several members who want to attend this 
event and for those interested the dates they have booked accommodations for     
4 days (3 nights): Leave Thursday June 11 - Saturday, June 13th coming 

home on Sunday June 14th.  Advice is to book your rooms soon as possible.  Details below.   De-
spite what you have heard about accommodations being booked out, my contacts in Bryce Canyon 
City have rooms available at Rubyôs Inn, Bryce View Lodge and also at the Best Western Plus 

Grand Hotel.  Use this link to book rooms: ƘǧǇǎΥκκǊŜǎΦǿƛƴŘǎǳǊŦŜǊŎǊǎΦŎƻƳκƛōŜκŘŜǘŀƛƭǎΦŀǎǇȄΚ
ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅƛŘҐмссфсϧƴƛƎƘǘǎҐоϧŎƘŜŎƪƛƴҐсκммκнлнсϧƎǊƻǳǇҐ¦¢aL!¢!нсϧƭŀƴƎҐŜƴ-ǳǎ  
Accommodations available in Bryce on June 11 only at BVL $180. QQ.  6/12 &13: Rubyôs QQL 
$304.QQU: $322. On 6/14: BVL: QQ: $85. Best 
Western Grand Hotel: QQ:$123.  Rubyôs QQL: 
$139. QQU: $119.  Definitions:  QQ=Standard 2 
Queen Beds, QQL: Lake View 2 Queens, QQU: 
Main Lodge D2 Queens. Also includes12% tax, $5./
night resort fee. Breakfast is included each day in 
above pricing at these properties.   
 
Note other lodging options in Tropic: Tropic is 15 miles away from Bryce which is 15-20 
minutes driving your Miata.  Several of us are staying there. Bryce Canyon Inn; 21 N. Main 
Tropic. 435-679 8502. info@brycecanyoninn.com.  We stayed here the past couple years on our 
Fall Leaf Drives which Roger conducted.  Awesome places as they have excellent reviews:  

Bryce Country Cabins; 280 N. Main, Tropic.  Bryce Canyon Log Cabins or Bryce Canyon Country Inn.  Bryce 
Canyon Pines Lodge, Bryce Canyon Resort.   Just to name a few.  Be sure to book soon if you're going! 

 
 

 

 

https://res.windsurfercrs.com/ibe/details.aspx?propertyid=16696&nights=3&checkin=6/11/2026&group=UTMIATA26&lang=en-us
https://res.windsurfercrs.com/ibe/details.aspx?propertyid=16696&nights=3&checkin=6/11/2026&group=UTMIATA26&lang=en-us
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                          Antelope Island Drive Report     by Mike Bailey 

We had a good turnout at the March luncheon at the Cracker Barrell Restaurant in Layton.  We had about 20 Miatas 

on the drive to Antelope Island.  It was quite a nice day but a bit cloudy and pleasant weather for 

this drive.  A few new members joined us as well.  Sina Saravani and his wife Fateme Chalestori, 

new members who have come out two months now.  I got a chance to have a nice conversation 

with them about how much they enjoy their Miata.  Also Dylan Jensen with his 2019 RF Ceramic 

Metallic Miata came to the activity.  Welcome Dylan. He is from Syra-

cuse, which is close to Antelope Island.  Driving on the Causeway my GPS showed bright 

blue water on both sides, however tnow days it is brown sand as far as you can see.  Wish 

our Great Salt Lake was in a better situation!   On the way across the Causeway someone 

pointed out a bald eagle which flew right over our Miata.  Itôs always nice to see 

wildlife like the bison on the island.  We drove to the Fielding Garr Ranch which is always fun to visit.  I 

noticed that the large wooden chair which was by a tree in the yard has been taken down.  We used to 

climb up and sit on the chair!  Our group this year was spread out so we didnôt take a regular 

group 

photo 

like we 

have in 

the past 

years.  Thanks to Jackie Nicholl for planning this event.  We appreciate members who will plan a drive / event!             

 

When: Saturday, June 20, 2026.  Where: Leatherbyôs Creamery.  

 

 

 

 

         

        

        

Summer Ice Cream Social: June Club Meeting   by Mike Bailey  

Time: 12:00 Noon.   Location: Taylorsville, Utah -      

Address: 1872 W. 5400 S.  We will meet in the private 

dining room on west side.  A great Summer treat & 

Fun!  Be sure to come.  Club business will be dis-

cussed. Enjoy ice cream or lunch if you like!  We may 

decide to go on a short drive if the group wishes to.  

Summer Picnic, Elections & Planning Meeting; Utah Miata Club Board of Directors 

When: Saturday, July 18, 2026.  Time: 11:00 AM ï 3:00 PM.  Location: Morgan, Utah  

Riverside Park; Parkside Bowery #2, 195 E. 125 N. Morgan. Tenatively food provided by 

Larryôs Spring Chicken Inn in Morgan with options on meals to be discussed at Mayôs lunch-

eon after decisions made from Aprilôs Board meeting. Please think of whom youôd like to 

elect as new club officers 

for 2026-2027. Also weôll 

post a driving route. 
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Miata Tidbits       
by Mike Bailey 

Newsworthy Items from UMC Members  

Information below  about  Miata Club organizations around the United States and throughout the world:    

The MX-5 / Miata has crossed the one-million-sold                                                                                                     
mark and holds the record as the best-selling two-seat                                                                                                  
convertible, so it naturally sprouted one of the largest,                                                                                                 
most organized enthusiast ecosystems in the world.                                                                                                                                                                                                           
In this article, ñbigò means three things working together:                                                                                                   
size (paid member counts, event turnout, number of                                                                                                     
regions/chapters), activity (regular drives, track days,                                                                                                 
social meets, and an active online or print presence),                                                                                              
and influence (longevity, relationships with vendors and manufacturers, signature events, and a recognizable voice 
in the community). Youôll see four broad ñtypesò of big clubs: national ownersô clubs with dues, magazines, and re-
gional areas; regional or metro clubs that dominate a local scene; online-first communities that function like de fac-
to clubs; and event- or racing-based groups where Miatas overwhelmingly show up.                                                                         

The  MX-5  Owners  Club  (UK)                                                                                     
Founded in 1994 and often cited as the worldôs largest organized MX-5 com-
munity, the UKôs MX-5 Owners Club combines national scale with deeply lo-
cal execution. Over thirty regional ñAreasò host pub nights, Sunday runs, and 
long-weekend tours, while the national calendar layers on hundreds of events 
each year. Two pillar gatherings, the Spring Rally and National Rally, regular-
ly draw huge fields and feel like a festival for every generation of the car. 
Membership isnôt just a card: it typically includes partner discounts, insurance 
offers, a busy forum, and a bi-monthly print magazine that keeps technical 
knowledge and club culture flowing. Even if you live outside the UK, the 

clubôs technical advisers, buyer guidance, and archived write-ups are useful, and over-
seas membership options make it possible to plug in from afar. Editorôs Note: Mine and 
Steve Becksteadôs 2015 25th Anniversary Miatas are Special Editions for this year.  Only 
100 were allocated for the United States.  The auction sold out in 10 minutes and Boun-
tiful Mazda (Mike MacDonald was able to get one of which he never drove but displayed 
at the dealership in Bountiful for 5 years before selling it to Steve. This MX-5 Miata was 
introduced in the UK as a 2014 model and is one of the most popular MX-5 models cur-
rently in the UK and they have a special club just for it! 

Miata Club of America  ( Note: Our Utah Miata Club was a Member of  this  group)                                                                    
In the early 1990s, the Miata Club of America proved you could run a national, centralized 
ownersô club around a single affordable sports car. It grew fast on the back of a glossy magazine, cross-country 
events, and a network of affiliated local chapters that still shape todayôs U.S. club map. But rapid scale also ex-
posed governance and cash-flow risks: by the late 1990s and early 2000s, public disputes over unpaid publishing 
costs and mailing lists damaged trust and the organization wound down. The legacy matters. MCA set the play-
book for big-tent Miata organizing, national communication, vendor partnerships, and a template regional clubs still 
follow, while also leaving a cautionary case study in transparency, financial controls, and volunteer oversight.    
Editorôs Note: When I purchased my first Miata the Miata Club of America was very popular and supported local 
clubs and Miata events and published a monthly magazine for itôs members.  I have a collections of these maga-
zines and they were very informative in the ear-
ly years of the Miata.   Several members will 
remember some events in the late 90ôs and 
2000ôs like Miata Fest held in southern Califor-
nia at Mazdaôs North American Miata head-
quarters.                                                                                          
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Miata Tidbits       
by Mike Bailey  

 
Newsworthy Items from UMC Members 

Information about Miata Club Organizations in the United States and throughout the world: Continued. . 

Regional Clubs in North America                                            
Bay Area Miata Association (BAMA). Among the oldest Mi-
ata clubs anywhere (founded April 1990), BAMA serves the San 
Francisco Bay Area with a steady cadence of coastal and wine-
country runs, overnight tours, and photo-rich recaps. Dues support 
practical needs, venues, insurance, web hosting, so the club can operate 

predictably and book popular routesŚ 
San Diego Miata Club. An early official chapter dating to 1996, SDMC 
balances scenic SoCal drives, inter-club collaborations, and an unusually 
social culture. The tone is inclusive: new owners find it easy to join a 
breakfast meet, slide into a convoy, and come back the next month with 
friends. 

Indy Miata Club. Founded October 1989, this Indiana group blends the 
stateôs racing DNA with year-round drives, tech days, and social gatherings. Expect 
parade laps, autocross opportunities, and members who treat ñhaving fun with the 
Miataò as a mission statement, not a slogan. 

Mass Miata Club (New England). A long-running New England hub 
known for foliage runs, coastal drives, weekend tours, and a formal 
structure of officers and event captains. Itôs a textbook example of how a 
large regional can keep momentum across seasons and generations. 
 
Other notables. Sacramento Area Miatas organized in 1990 and 
quickly became part of the early national network; Windy City Miata Club anchors the 
Chicago region with autocross and large member rosters; Dallas-Fort Worthôs Metroplex Miata Enthusiasts and 
the Reno and Vancouver-area clubs are similarly active. The point isnôt to list every chapter, itôs to show that in 
most U.S. metros thereôs already an established group running a full calendar if you go looking.  Our 
Utah Miata club was organized in the Spring of 1991.  Jim, Dorothy Bowers are still members today.                                                                                                                                                           

Miata Clubs Beyond Europe and North America                                                 
Sea-to-Sky and Vancouver Island (Canada). British Columbiaôs clubs leverage 
some of the continentôs best roads for joint meet-ups and mixed-generation touring. 
The emphasis is on big scenery, respectful pace, and frequent, approachable events.                       

Australia, New Zealand, and wider Europe. Nationally organized clubs in these 
regions showcase just how global the MX-5 culture is. Youôll find coast-to-coast runs, 
national rallies, and strong ties to UK and U.S. clubs, making international road-trips 
surprisingly easy to plan if you time your visit with a local calendar.                                                                                                                                                                     
Miatas at the Gap  (MATG).                                                                                                                                    
Based near Tail of the Dragon at Fontana Village, MATG is one of the longest-running 
and largest Miata gatherings in the United States. Think of it as a club without dues, a 
once-a-year reunion where hundreds of regional clubs and independent owners con-
verge. Over several days youôll find group drives over the Cherohala Skyway and 
Foothills Parkway, a vendor midway with most of the major Miata names, show-and-
shine awards, tech talks, and plenty of parking-lot hood-up conversations that run past 
midnight. If you plan to go, book lodging early, register as soon as signups open, and prep like a first-timer: full 
tank, radio for convoy comms, and a plan for swapping drivers so everyone enjoys the roads. 
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                               The Forgotten Proto-type Miatas Youôve Never Seen      by  Mike Bailey                                                                                    

Updated article from an old edition of Miata Magazine:                                                                                                                                    

Miata what-ifs. From the ô80s Duo 101/V705 mules to the ô96 M Coupe, NB Mono-Posto, NC Ibuki,                           
and gram-chasing Superlight and ND Speedsters, these factory concepts tested layouts, body styles,                                            
and weight-loss ideas that still shape how MX-5s are built today. 
 

One-offs, development mules, design studies, and factory-sanctioned concepts that tested real dir-                              
ections for the MX-5. Not limited-run trims or tuner builds. These oddballs are the forks in the road:      
layouts Mazda seriously tried, body styles they almost greenlit, and weight-loss experiments that still                               
influence how people build Miatas today. 

Early-to-mid ô80s, Mazdaôs internal bake-off weighed FWD, mid-engine RWD, and front-engine RWD. The California 
teamôs FR ñDuo 101ò vision won, and the running mule ñV705ò quietly toured Santa Barbara before the program got its 
1986 yes. In the ô90s, NA coupe mules culminated in the 1996 M Coupe show car, stiffer, quieter, never produced. 
Around 1999ï2000, the NB Mono-Posto pushed single-seater purity. 

The 2003 Ibuki previewed the NCôs super front-midship packaging and bigger struc-
tural focus. From 2009ï2016, Mazda chased grams: the NC Superlight (no wind-
shield), Super20/Super25 (SEMA track/endurance vibes), and the ND Speedster/
Speedster Evolution (serious weight cuts) drove the ñless is moreò point home. 

Origins and Alternatives: Duo 101, V705, and the Layout Bake-Off            
The FR roadster wasnôt a foregone conclusion. Duo 101 (full-size clay/design) and 
V705 (running fiberglass prototype) proved the balance between feel, NVH, cost, 
and serviceability you need for a real-world sports car. The MR idea was exciting but 
pricey and tricky to live with; the FWD path hit packaging targets but missed the 
magic. Public-road shakedowns showed the FR recipe felt right in normal hands, not 
just on a whiteboard, and that sealed it. 

The Coupe That Nearly Happened                                                                          
Engineers explored a true fixed roof to boost torsional rigidity and calm wind noise 
without losing Miata simplicity. The result, the 1996 M Coupe show car, wore a dou-
ble-bubble roof and revised rear glass that read ñmini GT.ò On paper, it made the car 
tighter and quieter. In practice, leadership worried a production coupe would dilute 
the Roadster identity. The one-off survived as a beloved ñwhat if,ò and it still fuels 
modern hard-roof conversions for people who prize stiffness and winter manners. 

Mono-Posto, Ibuki, Superlight, Super20/25, and ND Speedsters                                                                       
Mono-Posto distilled the NB into a single-seat speedster, half doors, tiny screen, cowl mirror, telegraphing Mazda 
Designôs appetite for deleting everything that doesnôt serve the drive. 

Ibuki then laid out the NCôs philosophy in concept form: engine shoved rearward into 
a super front-midship spot, a much stiffer backbone, and clever component place-
ment to keep balance and usability. Superlight took the NC and ripped out the non-
essentials to flirt with NA-like curb weight; Super20 added a supercharger and prop-
er chassis bits as a birthday track toy, while Super25 leaned into endurance-race 
cues. With the ND, Mazda doubled down: the Speedster and Speedster Evolution 
nuked the roof and shed serious mass, using Cup-car-style hardware to underline he 
same thesis, fun scales with subtraction. 
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                                   Runôn With the Big Dogs  by Ty Kiisel 

 I admit I was a little trunky for Spring when Mark Remington (Day Trippers Sports Car Club) 

posted about a ride to Atomic Motors in Henderson, NV in mid-February. I thought a few days in 

Southern Utah and Nevada sounded like a good way to beat the cold-weather blues and I 

reached out to Mark to see if his invitation would include someone he didnôt know. Mike Bailey 

had told me he was a former Utah Miata Club member and was a good guyðhe was right. Mark 

welcomed me with open arms. I made hotel reservations in St George, and drove down on Fri-

day afternoon to spend the night before the 8:30 am departure meeting on February 28, when 

the club was heading out for Henderson. All I really knew about the ride was that it would exit I-

15 and head south to Overton, NV, on North Moapa Valley Blvd, before merging onto North 

Shore Road just south of Overton entering the Lake Mead National Recreation Area. Over the years this has be-

come a favorite late winter/early spring drive Iôve done many times on a motorcycle, so if nothing else, that would 

make the drive down to St George worth it for me. In my opinion any excuse to get out in the sun with the top down 

in February was a good excuse. Iôve always considered North Shore Road a canyon road without the mountain pass 

and it didnôt disappoint, but Iôm getting ahead of myself.  

The meeting place was just north of St George in Ivins. There wasnôt another Miata in sight as I 

pulled up beside Corvettes, Mustangs, and one or two other examples of American muscle. Mark 

was as warm and welcoming in person as he had been on the phone and the rest of the group 

was a lot like us (seasoned?), with the exception of their choice in sports cars. Like clockwork, we 

left the parking lot at 8:30 am and headed up Old Highway 91 toward the town of Beaver Dam, AZ and the junction 

with I-15. I had expected to jump on the Interstate here, but Mark had other plans. We stayed on 91 and headed the 

back way to Mesquite (my new way of doing this) where we were going to meet up with another 15 or 20 cars to al-

most double our numbers. Still the only Miata in the group, we left Mesquite on Riverside Road, following the south 

side of the Virgin River, until we had no choice but to spend a few minutes on the Freeway before exiting to Overton. 

I think that catches us up now. As you can imagine, with a group this large, some of us somehow ended up splitting 

from the group and losing track of the leaders before we reached our destination, but not to worry, the lone Miata 

was in the lead of about a dozen or so muscle cars when we pulled into the parking lot of Atomic Motors (I wonôt 

mention here that we were the first to arrive). I wasnôt familiar with Atomic Motors, but it was a car guyôs idea of a 

good time. There were several warehouses full of unique cars for sale, including a Shelby Cobra, a number of vin-

tage Corvettes, and other assorted hot rods. My favorite area was full of the British roadsters Iôd fallen in love with as 

a teenager and inspired my purchase of the Miata. MGBs, TR6s, a Midget or two, a couple MGTDs, along with some 

others. All in beautiful condition and available for purchase. Although I was tempted, I also recognized that it took 

Mazda to make a reliable British roadster, so when it came time to go I was happy to leave in what Iôd arrived in. The 

Dalai Llama says the key to happiness is to want what you have, and I do. The folks at Atomic treated us like hon-

ored guests. They gave us a tour of the facility including the machine shop and fed us all lunch 

in a room amongst the cars and a small airplane hanging from the ceiling. By the way, they 

had catered the lunch with fried chicken from Albertsons and it was every bit as good (if not 

better) than KFC. At least I thought it was delicious. Apparently, they do this regularly for car 

clubs in the area and is a favorite place to meet before heading out on weekend club rides.  

After lunch I headed back along North Shore Road before jumping on 15 heading into St George. The next morning I 

had a wonderful drive through the park and home via Hwy 89. I wasnôt in a hurry and anytime I can avoid the Inter-

state I will. Plus, 89 is a favorite road into, and out of, Southern Utah for Sue and I. All in all a very fun weekend. 

Would I do another ride with Mark and the Day Trippers, I sure would. It might also be a fun ride for the Club to do 

next year. Head down to St George on day one, day two into Henderson to Atomic and back to St George, and day 

three home via Zion National Park and Hwy 89. Any takers?  
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          Fall Event Drive with Texas Bluebonnet Miata Club In Southern Utah  

                                                 by Mike Bailey 

Some of our Miata friends from the Bluebonnet Miata Club are coming to Utah at the end of Sep-

tember this year and would like to hook up with us to see some of our favorite places in Utah, name-

ly some National and /or State Parks.  Iôve agreed to send them some information on some places 

weôve been to before which will highlight what Utah has to offer.  Many of them have attended our 

óMiatas in Utahô events in the past and weôve also been to their óTexas Miata Round-upô. Their dates 

to be in Utah are from Sept. 18-24th with about four days around the Moab area and then to Capitol 

Reef and then on to Bryce Canyon and also a drive through Zion before they head back home.  Iôm thinking we could 

plan our annual Fall Drive around this schedule and also have some fun with these Miata people who many of them I 

have know for years because of Miata events.  Particularly, Craig Martin and George Lucas (who is the Texas clubôs 

newsletter editor) are good friends.  

This is the Itinerary of the Texas Clubôs trip and where they will be on the following days: Friday

-Monday, Sept. 18-21: Moab.  Tuesday Sept. 24: Capitol Reef NP.  Wednesday, Sept. 2: Bryce.  

National Park.  Thursday, Sept. 26: Zion NP.   They are then headed to Page and back home. 

I have received some rates from Bryce on their rooms. Working on rates for Moab from my contacts there. Rubyôs 

Inn for the Main Lodge; Two Queen Beds which are the higher end rooms: $290.00/ night.  Other option is to stay in 

Tropic: See info on the Dark Sky Night event for hotel options.  Prices less money than at Bryce.  I will have pricing 

on this for next newsletter and will also post on our clubôs Facebook page. 
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