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The Journey is the Destination 

By: Mark Vaughn, President 

Here it is the end of September with a bit of coolness in the air.  Earlier this month Susan and I journeyed 

to Monterey, California and Laguna Seca raceway with Jim and Margie Newson.  The trip was quick but 

the weather was delightful and we got plenty of top down time.  We traveled west on interstate 80 to Au-

burn, Calif. where we turned south on highway 49 to Placerville and on to Sutter Creek, bypassing Sacra-

mento.  This is a great MIATA road as it winds its way through rural California and farm country.  During 

our stay in Monterey we discovered the Rocky Point Restaurant south of Carmel on Highway One.  What 

a great place to watch the sunset. Highway One south of Monterey to Big Sur is truly one of the great 

drives in the country.  

The next several weeks will find many of the club members on the road again as we travel to Torrey, Utah 

and then a week later to Granbury, Texas.  What a great way to finish up the road trip season before the 

cold settles in.  Susan and I look forward to sharing these adventures of travel. 

As always, whether it is rain or shine, daylight or dark, top up or down, in a Miata MX-5 the journey is the 

destination.  

֎    
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October Meeting Information 
 

Date & Time:  Saturday, October 6, 2018  

     11:30 am 

Location:   Red Robin restaurant 

   316 E Winchester St, Murray, UT 84107 

 

No drive is planned at this time, but bring an idea if you want to zoom somewhere.  

September Drive and Meeting recap: by Mike Bailey 

The annual Summer Picnic was held again at Morgan City 

Park in northern Utah, north of East Canyon Reservoir.  We 

met at Rotary Park by Hogle Zoo and headed up our normal 

route through Emigration Canyon, past Mountain Dell Res-

ervoir and through East Canyon, and enjoyed the beginning 

of the Fall season.  East Canyon Reservoir was very low 

compared to what it was at the beginning of summer and 

the drought was evident as we passed.  We had a great 

time this year as we each brought our own lunch to en-

joy.  Several desserts were brought to share including ice 

cream sandwiches furnished by the Becksteads.  It was a 

great time celebrating with each other.   
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Expiring Soon 

Membership Expired 

Removed From Roster 

Membership Dues Reminder 
If you wish to renew your membership, and we hope you will, please give or send a check to Club Treasurer, Margie Newson, 
for the appropriate amount. It is $25 if you have the newsletter e-mailed to you or $45 if you would like a hard copy sent by 
standard mail. A Dual Membership (for yourself and a spouse, sibling or significant other) is $35. You can also pay your dues 
online with PayPal on our website; www.utahmiataclub.org. This method is $27 (to cover PayPal fees). If mailing a check, 
please send to: 233 West 1550 North, Bountiful, Utah 84010. Make your check payable to the Utah Miata Club. Margie can also 
be contacted by phone at 801-295-4563 or by e-mail at sec.treasumc@icloud.com. 

Birthdays & Memberships  

JOHN & CINDY COX 9/30/2018 

THOMAS & LAUREL DRYSDALE 8/31/2018 

JOSEPH & JENNIFER EAMES 7/31/2018 

WAYLON & VALERIE GOEBEL 9/30/2018 

CHUCK & DIANE GRAHAM 6/30/2018 

RICHARD & CHARLENE GREGOR 9/30/2018 

ROGER & PERLY HEATH 9/30/2018 

WAYNE & SUZANE HEAGER 9/30/2018 

SPENCER MANN 5/31/2018 

MARK & SHAWNA MIDGLEY 9/30/2018 

WILLIAM PAYNE 8/31/2018 

JARED & KRISTI SMITH 7/31/2018 

KENT & DIANNA HOUSLEY 10/31/2018 

CHERYL SCHAEFER 10/31/2018 

New Members 

TONYA & JOSH ASHMENT 2017RF CERAMIC      
METAL 

BRIAN CHRISTIANSEN 2018 GRAY 

ROBERT L. & KATHI JO 
FACKRELL 

2018 GRAY 

MICHAEL & FRANCIS HUTTON 4/30/2018 

MARK & DEBBIE SHACKELFORD 4/30/2018 

JAMES FELIZ 4 Oct 

LEONARD MILGATE 5 Oct 

MICHELE RIDING 5 Oct 

CINDY COX 10 Oct 

MITCH WATKINS 11 Oct 

DAYNA KISER 14 Oct 

DAVID CHRISTENSEN 16 Oct 

VICKIE HOUSER 17 Oct 

PERLY HEATH 19 Oct 

DONN CICHOCKI 20 Oct 

DIANNA HOUSLEY 23 Oct 

DARWIN STEED 28 Oct 

CINDY ASHCRAFT 31 Oct 
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September Drive to Torrey, Utah recap:   

By Mike Bailey 

This was one of the best trips of the year for me ex-

cept for the fact that Lynn couldn't enjoy it with me.  I 

did have to take Alien-anna with me as Lynn had stuff 

going on with her kids.  Alien-anna didn't talk much on 

the way down and I also didn't have to feed her. But it 

was fun none-the-less as everyone enjoyed seeing her 

head bob in the wind on the seat back and style bar.   

We had a good group of about 13 Miatas and great 

roads down to Torrey and Canyonlands.  The drive 

was awesome with the Fall leaves everywhere.  It was 

sad to see the water reservoirs so low and some 

drained completely dry.  The sunset the first night was 

fabulous in Canyonlands.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(continued on page 5) 
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(continued from page 4)   

The drive on Highway 12 with a detour onto the Burr Trail at 

Boulder was a great ride, including a slot canyon.  Guess which 

of my photos does not belong with the others!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

(continued on page 6) 
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(continued from page 5) 

The misfortune of Mechling's Miata overheating was a sad part of the trip, but it worked out OK in the 

end as we had a couple extra seats for Robert and Sharon in my car and Amy's car for them to make it 

home.  Gordy heard about this incident through the grapevine and he and his son-in-law Jeff drove 

Gordy's trailer down on Sunday,.  They met us in Birdseye, UT to pick up the keys and then went down 

to Torrey to get their Miata and towed it home.  We are so blessed and thankful to have good friends in 

the Miata Club to help us out in a time of need.  This is why I love this club and it's people so 

much.  However, Alien-anna was not happy to ride home in the trunk, but she understood when I told 

her "people matter" and they come before aliens!   Thanks go to Eric and Kathy Kankainen for put-

ting this trip together and leading us all the way there and back.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

֎ 
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Member Spotlight  

Robert and Sharon Mechling 

By: Carol Lynn Vredeveld  

Robert and Sharon Mechling, this month’s spotlight couple are special friends to those of us that have been in the 
club for any length of time and are two of the dearest people that you could ever know. Robert is currently serving 
as our Vice President and was President of the club just 8 months after joining. Sharon is now and has been our 
Scribe, taking notes at club meetings for record keeping. We have known them for many years and shared some re-
ally great adventures. They are always up for a planned trip or an impromptu drive no matter where or when they 
happen. They are also wonderful grandparents taking care of a few of the little ones during the week for their work-
ing parents. They are a close knit family with both their own and their Miata family.  

Enjoy Sharon’s rendition of how she and Robert met, raised a family and became members of the UMC as follows: 

 

Our Miata is a 2008, RHT, Copper Mica Red.  Our tongue-in-
cheek License plate frame says BASIC TRANSPORTATION 
(the plate is) FORTWO.  Not so basic ah. 

 

Robert had always been looking at the two seaters but with 6 
kids it was never practical to get one. While getting ready for 
retirement, kids all gone, we decided it was time. In 2007, we 
needed to replace a Toyota Celica so we put an order in at 
Bountiful Mazda and in March of 2008 our Miata arrived. 

 

A one year Miata Club membership came with the purchase 
of our car, so we thought we would try it for the year and 
have been members for over 10 years now. We love getting 
to travel like we have and the friends have made it even bet-
ter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Continued on Page 8) 
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 (continued from Page 7) 

Robert grew up in Bountiful until we married. I grew up in Sugarhouse 
until my senior year in high school. My family moved to Denver, that 
is where I graduated from high school. We lived in Denver for 2 ½ 
years then moved back to SLC.  

Robert has a BS Degree from Weber State and I have a PHT (putting 
hubby through).   

We are happy to say that we are both retired, Sharon for the last 11 
years and Robert for the last 7 years. I worked 17 years for the old 
Jordan School district as a lunch cashier and lunch secretary. Robert 
worked for RCA Service, Varian, and Sperry/L3 to get his 42 years in 
before retirement.  

 

We met at a dance at Weber State May 3rd 1969. Robert was invited 
by his best friend to attend a conjoint between the fraternity and my 
Sorority from the U of U. 

 

We have been married for 49 years; we have 6 children, 13 grand-
children and 1 great grandson 5 months old. We decided to marry be-
fore school started in the fall. Yes it was a short courtship/engagement. We can’t remember much about 
our short courtship, it went by so fast and it was a long time ago, but we knew it was right. We met on the 
3rd of May 1969 and married on the 18th of September 1969, 4 months and 2 weeks after we first met.  

 

As our family was growing, we enjoyed tent camping with the kids and grandkids….anywhere that they 
were was my favorite camping spot! Since joining the club we love to travel, be it by car, boat, plane or 
train. In the winter we have season tickets to the Utah Symphony (this is our 12th season). We also have 
season tickets to Hale Theater.  

 

We both really enjoy Astronomy and you may 
have noticed the hand painted Astrology symbols 
on the side of our Miata. In the past we had 
planned a few outings for the club to Stansbury 
Park to see the stars and planets up close. Robert 
was Lou’s inspiration to plan the MATSE Trip to 
see the “Total Eclipse of the Sun” in 2017.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(continued on page 9) 
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2018 Calendar of Events 

by Steve Beckstead 

(Submitted and updated by Steve Beckstead) 

October 6
th

:   Monthly lunch and meeting (Red Robin) – Mark Vaughn 

October 11
th

:  2018 Texas Miata roundup (Lone Star Miata Club) – Mike Bailey Info 

November 3
rd

:   Monthly lunch and meeting (Location TBD) – Mark Vaughn 

December 8
th

:   Christmas Party with Utah Miata Club (Location and Date Tentative) 

2019 Calendar coming soon 

January 5th:   Monthly lunch and meeting (Location TBD - Date Tentative) – Mark Vaughn 

January 19th:   Planning and Election Meeting - BE THINKING! (Date Tentative) – Mark Vaughn 

(continued from page 8) 

How do we decide our favorite Miata trip or story, after 125 thousand miles, all the ships, planes, 
trains, National Parks, Hotels, Parties, card games, luncheons, weekend drives and 10 years of sto-
ries? It’s hard to pick the top one, but the Miata Viking River cruise will always be at the top of our 
memories. The best may be yet to come. What is next? 

We are quiet so if you don’t know us come and say Hi.   

I must say, our club would not be the same without these two and we are really grateful they decided 
to buy that new Miata back in 2007. If you haven’t met them already, be sure to say “Hi” as Sharon 
suggested. You’ll be really glad you did! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

֎  
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Utah Miata Club Road Trip to “Texas Miata Roundup” by: Mike Bailey 

 

I hope your bags are close to being 
packed for another great Utah Miata 
Club Road Trip.  We are headed to 
Granbury, Texas near the Dallas / Ft. 
Worth area for the annual Texas Miata 
Roundup.  Most of us are headed 
down to Farmington, New Mexico for 
the first night, and then on to Albuquer-
que, New Mexico to spend a few days 
at the Albuquerque Hot Air Balloon 
Festival, an exciting event in and of it-
self.  Becksteads and Newsons are 
headed east to Vernal, Utah and then 
down the 'Million Dollar Highway'  in western Colorado, and down to Durango.  We will all hook up in 
Granbury for the four-day event.   

The Lone Star Miata Club has lots of fun things planned for us and a couple hundred or so other Miata 
people from across the country.  It is always fun to renew our acquaintances with other Miata people 
we know and go on drives with them.  We will be putting on over 3,000 miles on our Miatas during this 
trip and will be seeing lots of fun sights.  Vredevelds and Mechlings both have kids living in Texas 
which they will be stopping by to see and spend time with.   

After the event we head down to San Antonio, Texas for a couple days to visit the Alamo and the 
Riverwalk area, and then head on up to Santa Fe, New Mexico for another couple days. Some of our 
stops will bring back memories of our Great Southwest Adventure trip we did a few years back.  This 
will be another adventure for our club members and will be a great way to cap off the 2018 year.  I'm 
getting real excited for this trip and the fun and adventures we will all share. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

֎  
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Halloween Memories 

By Mike  Bailey 

Because of our Trip to Texas some will not get home until close to Halloween so as of now I'm not sure 

we have any plans to our annual Halloween Party this year.   I wouldn't want this favorite holiday to pass 

us by without remembering some of our past Halloween events.  So I have included some photos which 

will bring a smile to your face of past Halloween's that we have shared with each other.  The Utah Miata 

Club has had a Halloween party every year that I have been a member which is over 20 years.  We wish 

everyone a Happy Halloween!  
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Candid Camera 
by Mike Bailey 

 

 

Photos from the Canyonlands trip and previous Halloween parties.  
Val Francis was able to prove that  there is room in a Miata trunk for 
a dead body—Bwahaha!!! 


