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Ragtops to Ridges             June 2022 

The Convertible Chronicles of the Utah Miata Club 

  

From the Top Down By: Roger Heath 

High inflation, gas prices through the roof, baby formula in short supply, no water and now political ads on TV. It seems 

like all we see and hear nowadays is bad news. But I’m sure everyone reading this will agree that once we hop in our 

Miatas, put the top down and back out of the driveway all the negativity seems to melt away. I’ve read many comments 

from others that being in their Miatas and cruising the backroads takes them to a different place. Who doesn’t experi-

ence a different feeling driving their Miata to the grocery store than the family sedan? How many times has a kid come 

up to you and said nice car or cool car? I don’t think my wife has ever experienced that in her Camry. 

I see posts from others across the country and the gorgeous places they have to play in. Then I think about our home 

and what Utah and the surrounding area has to offer; which I think we sometimes take for granted. From the twisting 

and winding roads of the Wasatch Mountains to the 10,000 foot passes of the High Uintas to the deserts and red rock 

canyons in the south, we have so much variety. Hopefully going forward we take advantage of this and look at some 

weekend overnight trips. 

Summer driving will begin to heat up and get busy in June. Along with the monthly meetings and drives we have 6 

overnighters between the end of June through the end of September. If you haven’t considered going take a look and 

see if any of the trips fit into your schedule. 

֎ 
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June Monthly Meeting and Bear Lake Run By: Steve & Ronda Beckstead 

Date & Time:  Saturday, June 4th 10:00 AM 

Location: Rotary Glen Park on Sunnyside Ave  

Address: Rotary Glen Park is about 2900 East Sunnyside Avenue (900 

South) just East of Hogle Zoo on right side and at the mouth of Emigra-

tion Canyon.  Look for the Miatas. 

Information:  

We will have our monthly meeting at Rotary Glen Park, then head up Emigration can-
yon for our ride. Bring lawn chairs with your own snack if you wish. I’m picking up an 
egg McMuffin. 

 

Drive Information:  

Route is up Emigration Canyon, then to East Canyon Reser-
voir.  Around the water we go down to Morgan, then over Trap-
per’s Loop. We’ll stop at Southfork Chevron Station (Huntsville) 
for a break, regroup, and pick up any north members.  
 
As a thought, if any members living north are interested in just 
meeting us up the road, we’ll be at the Huntsville Chevron 
around Noon if you prefer to meet there.  Just be SURE to let 
someone know so we’ll know to pick you up. 
 
We go East on Monte Cristo Highway 39 to Woodruff, then 
North to Sage Creek Junction and left to Garden City.  We may 
split up for Raspberry shakes at any of 2 or 3 places, meeting 
for the ride down Highway 89 to Logan.  LaBeau’s or the Chev-
ron are 2 choices in Garden City.  When we reach Garden City 
we will announce what time to regroup for the drive back. 
 
After the raspberry shake stop, we go down beautiful Logan 
Canyon on Highway 89, then over Sardine Canyon, and we’ll 
pull off for a quick goodbye in the Maddox parking lot in Perry. 
The drive will end here where those who wish to can do early 
dinner at Maddox or in Brigham City.  
  
The drive will be close to 5 hours and is one of my favorites.  There are numerous places along the way 
to drop off and do a shorter drive at your discretion.  From Maddox each to their own route home. 
 

֎ 

Alternate Plan after Bear Lake  

The Mechlings and Nicholls have decided to take an alternate route home from Bear Lake.  They will be 

heading north to Lava Hot Springs to spend the night, then drive home on Sunday, June 5th.  They have 

made reservations at Lava Hot Springs Inn and Spa, which has private pools.  Everyone is welcome to 

make their own reservations and join this extended route.  

֎ 
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Expiring Soon: $35 Dual / $25 Single 
Membership 

Membership Expired: $35 Dual / $25 
Single Membership 

Birthdays / Memberships 
New Members 

Membership Dues Reminder 
If you wish to renew your membership, and we hope you will, please give or send a check to Club Treasurer, Mar-
gie Newson, for the appropriate amount. A Dual Membership (for yourself and a spouse, sibling or significant oth-
er) is $35, and $25 for Single and includes the newsletter e-mailed to you, or $45 if you would like a hard 
copy sent by standard mail. You can also pay your dues online with PayPal on our website; 
www.utahmiataclub.org. This method is $35 / $25 (plus PayPal fees). If mailing a check, please send to: 
233 West 1550 North, Bountiful, Utah 84010. Make your check payable to the Utah Miata Club. Margie can also 
be contacted by phone at 801-295-4563 or by e-mail at sec.treasumc@icloud.com. 

Removed From Roster 

Club Officers 

President: Roger Heath   Vice President: Valerie Francis  Secretary: Jim Newson 

Treasurer: Margie Newson  Directors: Hank Pond, Steve Beckstead, Robert Mechling   

NAME EXPIRED 

TODD & AMY CHRISTOPHER 2/28/2022 

NAME BIRTHDAY 

SHAUNA MILGATE 2 Jun 

NICOLAS BETKER 3 Jun 

CRISTY HEADY 3 Jun 

MARK MIDGLEY 3 Jun 

MICHAEL THOMPSON 3 Jun 

JANET CICHOCKI 7 Jun 

TOM WHARRAM 9 Jun 

PATTY ADAMS 14 Jun 

HANK POND 14 Jun 

SHAREE BECKSTEAD 15 Jun 

RACHEL WOODS 15 Jun 

PAUL SMIRCICH 16 Jun 

JEFF MOON 19 Jun 

SUSAN CHRISTIANSEN 20 Jun 

ROBERT HANSHAW 22 Jun 

KENT HOUSLEY 23 Jun 

JIM BICKLEY 26 Jun 

JALAAL DIRBAS 26 Jun 

SPENCE WOOD 28 Jun 

MACEY KNIGHT 29 Jun 

NAME EXPIRED 

ELYS BANK 5/31/2022 

CLAUDE & ERLENE BROWN 5/31/2022 

ANTHONY BROWNING 5/31/2022 

RON D. SHAW 4/30/2022 

SHAUNA EDSON 3/31/2022 

ANDREW & SANDIE GLASMACHER 5/31/2022 

PAUL HOUSE 3/31/2022 

PAUL SMIRCICH 5/31/2022 

ANDREW WADE 4/31/22 

TRACY WOODWORTH 5/31/2022 

NAME EXPIRING 

DEREK & KANDIS ANDERSON 6/30/2022 

AMY BECKSTEAD 6/30/2022 

NICOLAS BETKER 6/30/2022 

TYLER CALL 6/30/2022 

JAMES FELIZ 6/30/2022 

ROGER & PERLY HEATH 6/30/2022 

ROBERT & GALE KLINSHAW 6/30/2022 

LARRY & MACEY KNIGHT 6/30/2022 

HANK & REXANNE POND 6/30/2022 

LARRY THOMAS 6/30/2022 

 NAME YEAR   COLOR 

GEORGE AYALA 2022 GRAY 
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May Lunch Meeting and Drive Report By: Valerie Francis  

I think you will agree that Mother Nature is certainly a trickster.  As I am writing this report on 
May 20th, the high temperature today in Bountiful is about 52 degrees.   Then by the drive on 
June 4th it will be back to a more normal 70 something.  For our May drive, we were lucky in 
many respects weather wise.  It was on the cooler side but the sun peeked out here and there, 
and we avoided any snow and rain that we experienced a few days before the drive. 

To begin the day, about 20 cars met at the Great Harvest Park-
ing lot at Kimball Junction.  After Ken and Jan led the drivers 
meeting we headed to Park City where we toured up Main Street 
then headed down Hwy 40 along the west side of Jordanelle 
Reservoir, along River Road, and ending at the city park in Midway. 

Four additional cars were waiting for us there.  We enjoyed our lunch and held the 
monthly meeting before heading out on to the second half of the drive.  A few cars 
headed home from Midway but we still had about 20 Miatas in the group.  We retraced 
our route back to Hwy 40 crossing it to drive past the south side of Jordanelle Reservoir, 
stopping at the overlook for photos.  Next we headed towards Francis but taking the riv-
er road to stop and see buffalo at a large ranch.   

Then on to a quick rest stop in 
Kamas.  It was here that Mother 
Nature came to trick us again.  
Serval cars reported via their ra-

dios that they were leaving the drive to head home.  Because it 
had become cloudy again and a bit cooler, we held another 
quick drivers meeting and decided to just go as far as Wanship 
where the drive would end instead of going all the way to Mor-
gan and up over East Canyon.  When we reached I-80 at Wan-
ship, we all split off, some heading back south on I-80 and a 
few heading north to go home down Weber Canyon.   

It was a very fun day with lots of beautiful countryside 
to see on all the roads we took, and enjoying each oth-
ers company at the lunch.  Thanks to Ken and Jan Ja-
worski for planning the always memorable “Wasatch 
Back” drive. Some photos on this page and page 1 
provided by Ken J and Sabrina H’s daughter. 

 

֎ 
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Miata Tales By: Ken Jaworski  

How do you lock your trunk?? I mean really lock your trunk!!  

OBVIOUSLY, this article will be addressing the NB Model, 2001 Special Edition to be exact, but I bet there are some 
similarities between all models of Miata’s.  

We probably all have a key fob to open the boot (trunk). All we have to do is 
press the little arrow and the boot pops open.  Yah! ….that little flip up boot 
thingy next to the unluck button. 

Then we close the boot and everything is secure and as long as we have 
our key fob in our pocket or purse no one, and I mean no one, can get into 
our boot.  

WRONG!!! There just happens to be a manual boot release in the lockable 
center console. You know the one you are supposed to key lock whenever 
you leave your Miata with the top down. BTW that flimsy plastic top to the center console is worthless as a secure 
compartment.  Lock it someday and see how far you can lift it up.  

OK!!! Can the boot really be locked and secured, BUT of course 
it can or I would have stopped writing this by now. BTW all of 
this knowledge came to Jan and I, while on a Utah Miata Club 
trip to Redfish Lake and Stanley, Idaho. Yup, there we were 
having a lively discussion and a little libation in the parking lot of 
the motel. Although, in my case you could find all this info on 
page 3-13 of the MX-5 Miata 2001 OWNER’S MANUAL.  

Here's how you do it …… you manually key lock the 
boot. Now your electronic key fob and manual center 
console (pun intended) are LOCKED OUT !! 

 

 

Remember to check your tire pressure because AIR is what you are really driving on. 

֎ 

REMINDER: Information on Upcoming Trips Available Online By: Valerie Francis 

Just a reminder that details for all the overnight or longer trips scheduled so far this year are available on the club’s 
webpage at www.utahmiataclub.org.    The information for these will be repeated over the coming months as each trip 
comes closer. 

The meetup information for those going on the June 24th Grand Canyon adventure is on page 6 of this news-
letter. 

Included online are all the details for the Grand Canyon (June 24th), Explore Oregon (July 7th), Flaming Gorge / Ver-
nal (July 30th), Helper Arts Festival / Nine Mile Canyon (August 20th), Great Basin / Ely (September 3rd) and Bryce / 
Capitol Reef (September 23rd).  Hotels, routes etc. are included for those that have not already decided to come on 
one or all of these great adventures.  Check them out and/or watch for repeats in the newsletter in upcoming issues. 

 

֎ 
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Grand Canyon Trip Meet-up Details By: Roger Heath 

The Grand Canyon trip is quickly approaching. We will be meeting at 9 AM at the Harmons at Bangerter Crossing, 125 
E 13800 S, Draper. Since it will be an all-day drive, especially if we stop for some sightseeing, I’d like to be on the 
road by 9:30 AM. After we leave Harmons it will be very hard and dangerous to try and stay together as a group on I-
15 as we head to Spanish Fork. So we will be on our own and regroup at the Chevron on Hwy 6 on the east side of 
Spanish Fork (3601 Powerhouse Rd).  

For those of you going to the south rim, some will be staying in Kanab 
two nights and some are staying in Kanab one night and Page one 
night. We can meet up at the LDS church on Hwy 89A just before the 
intersection with Hwy 89 if you want to caravan. The time will be final-
ized when we get to Kanab.  

One last item, while some of us are going to eat lunch at the park in Salina, I will be setting up lunch reservations at 
Mom’s Cafe in Salina for those that want to go there. Please let me know you plan to eat there if you haven’t already, 
so we have a good head count. You can email me at utahmiataclub@yahoo.com. 

֎ 

Future Miata Cruise to Mediterranean with Miataland Option By: Mike Bailey  

As many of you know I love to go on cruises.  I have planned various cruises for the club over the last 25 years that I 
have been in the Miata club.  Because I was unable to go and participate in the 2021 Miata Cruise to Italy and Miata-
land, I have thought seriously of planning another similar cruise and land tour in perhaps 2024 or the near future.  I 
know the trip has to be affordable and luxurious, which it is!  There are some good deals out there which are very af-
fordable so I want to throw this out to everyone and see whom may be interested in doing this.  Karen Christiansen our 
club Travel Agent will be sure to get us the best pricing and everything will be planned out for you.   

We went on two different Mediterranean cruises in past years; 
one to the Western Mediterranean in Oct. 2006 and visited 
Spain, France, Italy and Croatia. Participants included Baileys, 
Nicholls, Jaworskis, Vredevelds, Cichockis, Dysons, Porters, 
and Woods'.  Then in Oct. 2010 we did a cruise to Italy, 
Greece, Croatia, Egypt, and Israel's Holy Land.  Both were ex-
ceptional itineraries.  Royal Caribbean International Ships as 
well as Norwegian Cruise Ships are ones we have been on 
before and both are excellent. There are several itineraries we 
could explore.  

On this next cruise, if there is interest, we can plan an optional 
few days at Miataland and visit some of the small quaint towns 
in the Umbria Mountains of central Italy as well as tour either 

together, or on your own, in all the ports of call.  Some of us have also extended our stays in other countries in Europe 
after the cruise, such as we did on our 2017 Viking River Cruise; the Grand European Tour, from Amsterdam through 
Germany, Austria and Budapest.    

I would like to take a poll at the club luncheons to see how many members would be interested in doing this. If you ask 
anyone who went on one of these cruises through the years, or on the Oct. 2021 cruise and land tour to Miataland 
about how much fun they had, they will tell you that it was a "trip of a lifetime", which is how we term our Miata club 
cruises.  We always have fun as a group and do lots of exciting things together.  Also to get on the interested list you 
can contact me by email or text to 801-597-1456.  Thank you.  Mike  

          ֎ 
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Vanity Plates By: Mike Bailey 

I really love taking photos of Miatas and especially personalized Vanity Plates.  Individual plates have been featured 
in the monthly newsletters this past year from new members as well as in previous year's newsletters. These are 
some of our Utah Miata Club Vanity Plates that I have taken photos of through the years.  I could not fit them all on 
this page, as there are so many.  It is estimated that about 75-80% of Utah Miata club members get personalized 
plates.  This is true with many other Miata clubs across the country, although the percentage may be a little less than 
ours.  I always wanted to print up a poster of our club plates but have not done that yet, but if there is I am sure sever-
al people would want them for their garage or "Miata Memorabilia Room". I am happy to consider doing that for the 
cost of making the posters.   

If you have not gotten a personalized plate for your Miata, you may consider doing that.  There are lots of names 
available and the cost is a one time fee of only about $65.  Next month I will feature some of my favorite out of state 
plates that may give you an idea of making one for your Miata.  

Let's see if you can guess who these vanity plates belong to?  ZOOM - ZOOM! 

 

 

  ֎ 
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Anniversary Pins to Pick Up By: Mike Bailey  

As most members know I have been handing out the UMC Anniversary Pins monthly since Janu-

ary 2022.  These pins are available to all active club members whom have paid their annual 

dues.  This list includes all members eligible from the last two years; 2021-2022.  The pins are 

awarded to all members who have been consecutive members for 3, 5, 10, 15 years, and the Life-

time Pin is awarded to members who have been members for 20 or more years.   

The new "Lifetime Member Pin" was a change made by the 

UMC Board of Directors on the last purchase of these pins for 

the year 2020 and on, when we ran out of most year pins. The 

original program was established for five years back in 

2015.  Previously there was a 20 and 25 year pin.  As far as I 

know we are the only club in the country that gives out anniver-

sary pins to their members.  

This is a list of all members currently eligible for their pins who have not yet received them: Lifetime: Jeff & Deb Moon, 

Annette Nielsen, Paul & Annie Kloer, Len & Shauna Millgate. 10 Year: Mark & Charisse Ferguson. 5 Year: Tyler & 

Sharee Beckstead, Doug Kluender.  3 Year: Robert & Kathi Jo Fackrell.  Please contact me if you want to come pick 

up your pins at my place or as usual I will have them at most club monthly meetings.  Thanks to all our members for 

making our club so great.          

֎ 

Grand Canyon Shirts; Pick Up By: Mike Bailey 

I will, or should have the shirts and apparel for the Grand Can-

yon trip by our June luncheon or the weekend after.  I'd like to 

get the apparel to everyone who ordered shirts, ball caps, and 

event magnets before we leave for the trip at the end of June.   

If everyone who ordered any items will contact me, I can make 

arrangements to get items to you or you can come to my place 

in Riverton to pick them up.  It is still very hard for me to get 

around as I still cannot drive.  I will have invoices prepared on 

the cost of the items.  You can contact me by phone or text: 

801-597-1456, or by email; mike@mikebaileyprinting.com and we can make arrangements.  I 

will also have the apparel for the Rocky Mountain Road Trip (RMRT) at the same time.   

 

Explore Oregon Trip: For those going on the Explore Oregon trip July 6-11th 2022, 

I will be doing some Event Car Magnets like we usually do.  Cost is 

$8.00 each or 2 for $12.00 (one for each side or fender of your Mi-

ata) same cost as in past years.   

I will also do some Event Logo T-shirts. The photo to the 

left is what the back of the T-shirt will look like. Shirts will 

be $15.00 each.  Please provide size when ordering.  

Please let me know if you want the event magnets and/or 

shirts or ball caps.  You can order any of these items 

whether you are going on the trip or not.  Thanks, Mike 

֎ 
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June 4th: Monthly lunch and meeting (Bear Lake), refer to page 2, Steve and Ronda Beckstead 

June 24– 26: Kanab / North Rim of the Grand Canyon / Optional South Rim, refer to page 6, Roger Heath 

July 7-10th: Explore Oregon Adventure, Roger and Perly Heath 

July 16th: Summer picnic, Elections & Planning Meeting, refer to page 9 

July 30 –31st: Flaming Gorge / Vernal Overnighter, see details online, Ken and Jan Jaworski 

August 20-21st: Helper Arts Festival & Nine Mile Canyon, see details online, Roger and Perly Heath 

September 3—5th: Great Basin / Ely, see details online, Roger and Perly Heath 

September 23—25th: Bryce Canyon / Capitol Reef National Parks, see details online, Val Francis & Doyle Sturm 

October 6-9: San Diego Club Surf óNò Safari,  http://sandiegomiataclub.org/sns22/ 

December 3rd: Holiday Party (Time and location TBD) 

֎ 

July Picnic, Elections & Planning Meeting Headôs Up By: Roger Heath 

The summer picnic will be here before we know it. And as you all know this is the time new club officers will be elected. 
Please be thinking of those you want to nominate or self-nominate. I will bring the box to deposit your nominations to 
the June meeting and drive. You can also submit nominations through email or wait until the day of the picnic. It would 
be nice to see multiple names for each position.  

Also during the picnic the calendar for activities is set for the coming months. Be thinking of any month you’d like to 
lead a drive or if you want to plan or suggest an overnighter. Everything begins with an idea or suggestion. 

 

Date & Time:  Saturday, July 16th, 11:30 PM 

Location: LDS Church Pavilion (Pavilion is behind 
the church building) 

Address: 6410 South 725 East Murray 84107 (a cou-

ple blocks west of Wheeler Farm) 

Information:  

This year’s picnic and elections will be the 3rd weekend due to July 4th happening the 1st weekend and most of the 

Executive Board will be at Explore Oregon the 2nd weekend.  The picnic will be held in Murray behind a church that 

will afford us privacy and a large enough venue that we won’t need to share with anyone else. This is the same loca-

tion as last year’s picnic and our April meeting this year.  You will not need to bring camp chairs with you unless you 

would like to. This location will have running water and bathroom facilities as well. 

Food will be provided by the club. South of the Border food truck 

(same food truck from the last three years will be there). Feel free to 

bring a dessert to share if you’d like to. No pressure. 

No drive, instead we will be handling club business while enjoying 

good food and company. 

     ֎ 

2022 Calendar of Events  
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Photos this month are some June birthdays and a couple photos from the April meeting.  

 

 

                
            ֎ 


